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PREFACE 


The  following  Sermon  was  taken  down  by  a  reporter, 
and  is  now  printed  as  corrected  by  the  preacher. 

He  cannot  easily  forget  the  impressive  spectacle  which 
he  witnessed  in  the  parish  Church  of  Crathie,  when  the 
greatest  Sovereign  of  the  greatest  nation  upon  earth, 
surroimded  by  the  highest  and  the  very  humblest  of  her 
subjects,  joined  together  in  the  worship  of  Him,  by 
whom  kings  reign,  and  princes  decree  justice,  and  with 
whom  there  is  no  respect  of  persons.  Amid  the  mag- 
nificent scenery  of  Dee-side,  not  the  least  significent 
was  that  assembly  of  worshippers. 

Such  a  spectacle  is  in  itself  a  joyous  prophecy.  It 
cannot  increase,  but  it  must  consecrate,  the  deep  and 
enthusiastic  loyalty  and  love  of  Her  Majesty's  subjects. 

The  forms  of  the  English  and  Scottish  Churches 
differ — ^their  doctrines  are  the  same.  The  greatest 
divines  of  each  admit  that  they  are  sisters.  Their  forms 
vary  and  change  like  the  clouds  in  the  sky   their  doc* 
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trines  remain  like  die  stars,  far  above,  fixed  and  shining 
forever.  Let  Christians  think  less  of  the  little  things 
about  which  they  differ,  and  far  more  about  the  great 
things  in  which  they  are  as  one.  Neither  the  Church 
of  England  nor  the  Church  of  Scotland  is  our  Saviour. 
Christ  alone  is.  They  may  pass  away — He  remains. 
They  exist  not  for  themselves,  but  in  order  to  lead  to 
Jesus.  The  candlestick  is  preserved,  not  for  itself,  but 
for  its  light.  Days  draw  near  in  which  men  shall  see 
yet  more  clearly,  that  li\dng,  heartfelt  love,  to  Christ 
and  to  one  another  for  Christ's  sake,  is  Christianity  j 
and  that  so  loving  and  so  acting,  we  shall  have  salvation 
and  happiness,  whether  we  worship  at  Crathie  or  at 
Caiiterbury, 


A  SERMON. 


*^  Look  unto  me,  and  he  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  die  earth 
for  I  am  God,  and  ther&  is  none  else*^'' — Isa.  xlv.  22- 

Alt.  have  sinned,"  is  the  verdict  of  God  on  mankind. 
To  our  original  sinfulness  "we  have  added  many  actual 
ti'^nsgressions.  There  is  no  exception.  From  the  loftiest 
to  the  lowliest  of  men  w^e  are  sinners — miserable  sin- 
ners. The  v^rasting  and  destroying  curse  which  evermore 
follows  sin,  has  entered  the  royal  palace,  and  the  noble 
hall,  and  the  humblest  cot.  It  is  felt  in  cabinet,  in 
congress,  in  senate,  in  divan.  Jesus  tells  us  we  are  by 
nature  "lost,"  "dead,"  "perishing."  The  Holy  Spirit 
tells  us  we  are  by  birth  "ungodly,"  "children  of  wrrath." 
In  this,  our  inherited  condition,  we  are  not  only  without 
holiness,  but  we  are  also  "without  strength,"  utterly 
helpless,  unable  by  our  wisdom  or  wealth,  or  genius, 
or  power,  to  recover  ourselves.  To  those,  then,  who 
are  victims  of  so  wide  and  terrible  a  disaster,  whose 
case  is  thus  delienated  throughout  the  whole  Scripture 
in  the  strong,  but  not  overcharged  language  of  which 
I  have  given  the  merest  summary,  these  words>  "  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth," 
must  sound  like  music  coming  from  the  skies — ^like  ange  i 
accents  to  weary  and  way-worn  humanity,  awakening 
the  long  hushed  feelings  of  hope,  of  gratitude,  of  joy« 
These  words  are  conclusive  evidence  that  salvation  is 
possible,  nay  more,  that  salvation  is  accessible — yea 
more,  that  salvation  is  offered — and  more  than  all,  that 
^Jt  is  offered  without  money,  without  price,  to  all  that 
will,  without  distinction  of  caste,  or  kindred,  or  lan- 
guage, or  nation,  or  tongue.    To  ajl  the  dwellers  in  the 
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uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,  and  of  the  desert  sea,  there 
is  offered  a  fiiU,  free,  instant,  forgiveness,  in  the  name 
and  through  the  blood  of  the  everlasting  covenant.  The 
text  is  the  proclamation  of  the  supply  of  that  vv^hich  is 
the  great  and  crying  want  of  all  humanity — of  bread  to 
the  hungry,  raiment  to  the  naked,  healing  to  the  sick, 
life  to  the  dead,  a  home  and  rest  to  the  exiles  of  Eden. 

It  seems  naturally  suggested  by  the  language  of  the 
text,  that  the  designed  directness  of  it,  "  Look  unto  me," 
indicates  the  possibility  that  some  may  be  disposed  to 
seek  salvation  by  looking  eteew^here ;  for  all  men  want 
to  be  saved,  that  is,  to  be  happy — all  feel,  whether  they 
feel  it  savingly  or  not,  that  there  is  something  wrong  in 
them  that  needs  reparation  for  a  judgment  day.  The 
direct  and  pointed  appeal  in  this  verse,  thus  suggests 
the  possibility  of  men  looking  below  Christ,  or  above 
Chnst,  or  on  either  side  of  Christ,  and  so  missing  the 
salvation,  the  transmission  of  which  is  here  plainly  res- 
tricted to  one  channel,  and  declared  to  flow  exclusively 
from  one  Source.  There  may  be  many  vnrong  ways — 
there  is  but  one  right.  Yet  all  the  wrong  ways  may  be 
summed  up  in  two.  In  a  word,  there  are  but  three 
sorts  of  religion  in  the  world.  From  the  beginning 
until  now  all  religions  may  be  classified  in  one  of  three 
great  categories  or  chapters.  First — The  religion  of 
Man,  whose  language  is,  "  Look  to  me,  and  be  saved.'* 
Secondly — The  religion  of  the  Priest,  whose  language 
is,  "  Look  to  me,  and  be  saved  and  there  is,  thirdly, 
the  religion  of  God  our  Saviour,  whose  words  are, 
Look  to  Me,  and  be  saved."  Let  me  show  that  in 
neither  of  the  first  too  is  there  any  possibility  of  life. 
Each  is  a  candidate  for  your  acceptance ;  but  only  in 
the  last  is  everlasting  peace. 

The  religion  of  man,  as  I  have  named  it,  expresses 
itself  in  the  language  of  the  text,  only  the  me  we  are 
summoned  to  look  to,  is  man,  not  God  a  Saviour.  Man, 
however,  even  if  he  were  what  he  once  was,  cannot  save 
himself  Once  he  was  a  glorious  temple — inlaid  with 
holiness — vocal  with  songs,  and  replete  with  happiness; 
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but  now  all  is  changed— the  altar  fire  is  quenched ;  and 
in  the  place  where  the  cherubim  and  the  glory  were, 
there  are  reptiles  and  serpent  passions  holding  their 
ceaseless  carnival.  The  once  holy  heart  has  made  itself 
deceitful  above  all  things  and  desperately  wicked  ;  so 
much  so,  that  the  exposure  in  the  light  of  God's  coun- 
tenance of  a  naked  human  soul — just  as  it  is,  a  fallen 
apostate  soul — would  be  a  spectacle  that  man  could  not 
bear!  Yet  fallen  as  man  is,  even  amidst  conscious 
ruins,  such  are  the  remains  of  his  aboriginal  intellectual 
greatness,  that  he  expects  that  he  can  save  himself  He 
resolves  to  arise,  and  rouse  his  soul  to  re-assert  its  ancient 
claims,  and  seat  itself  where  he  thinks  he  has  still  unfor- 
feited  rights.  He  looks  to  himself  for  the  restoration  of 
self.  He  forgets,  like  one  of  old,  that  he  is  shorn  of  all 
the  elements  of  his  strength,  and  that  the  experiment  has 
been  often  but  never  successfully  made. 

If  Adam  in  his  innocence  could  not  keep  himself  from 
falling,  how  will  Adam  in  his  ruin  restore  himself? 
Unfallen  Adam,  our  great  forefather,  in  his  purity  and. 
meridian  strength,  thought  that  he  could  ascend  to  the 
height  of  Grod,  and  be  as  God,  knowing  good  and  evil. 
He  failed,  and  plunged  at  once  into  a  ruin  ;  terrible'  as 
the  height  he  aimed  at.  If,  then,  the  unfallen  Adam 
could  put  forth  no  wings  that  could  carry  him  to  God's 
dwelling  place,  and  set  him  on  a  level  with  God, — surely 
the  fallen  Adam,  with  less  strength,  with  less  holiness^ 
must  try  in  vain  to  reach  God's  throne,  or  recover  his 
lost  place.  It  is  to  attempt  to  be  himself  a  God, — to 
reach  the  throne  he  hopes  to  secure  by  his  merits,  and 
to  retain  the  glory  of  the  achievement,  wholly  and  for 
ever  to  himself.  This  is  futile.  When  man  by  any 
combination  of  his  muscles,  can  lift  himself  from  the 
earth,  or  when  he  can  walk  upon  the  untrodden  sea,  or 
soar  to  distant  stars,  and  bring  home  the  secrets  of  here- 
tofore unexplored  worlds, — when  man  can  raise  himself 
from  the  dead,  and  from  his  own  grave  by  some  inherent 
spring  of  life  within  him — -then,  and  only  then,  will  we 
listen  to  and  weigh  man's  bidding  :  "  Look  unto  me,  and 
be  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth," 


There  is  nothing  in  man,  or  by  man,  or  belonging  to 
man,  or  bearing  the  superscription  and  the  image  of 
man,  either  in  Paradise  or  in  Sinia,  or  on  Olympus, — in 
the  fomm,  in  the  academy,  or  the  Stoa — in  the  palace, 
the  school,  or  the  hut, — that  has  in  it  any  redeeming 
power,  any  regenerating  or  life-giving  energy  whatever. 
If  man  will  be  saved  he  must  take  the  place,  humiliating 
as  it  is,  of  a  lost  undone  soul,  saved  by  gi  ace  alone,  and 
by  nothing  besides.  All  history  is  the  melancholy  record 
of  man's  effort,  without  Christianity,  to  regenerate 
himself  ;  and  viewed  as  that  record,  its  every  chapter 
is  a  descent,  its  every  page  a  witness  to  the  weakness 
of  man  ;  and  sounding  along  the  corridors  of  ages,  the 
ear  of  the  Christian  can  hear  the  moaning  and  despairing 
cry,  ever  rising  up  from  the  heart  of  poor  helples.^ 
humanity  :  "  Who  can  bring  a  clean  thing  out  of  an 
unclean  ?    Not  one," 

My  friends,  the  Bible  has  warned  us  of  the  hopelessness 
of  the  attempt.  "  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketh  to  direct 
his  steps  d  fortiori^  "  It  is  not  in  man  that  walketh 
to  save  his  soul.*' 

.  The  true  type  of  man's  effort  to  save  himself,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  found  in  the  remarkable  biography  of 
Paracelsus.  It  is  stated  of  him,  that  he  spent  or  wasted 
his  life  in  efforts  to  discover  the  elixir  of  immorality,  of 
which  ,  it  was  supposed,  if  man  were  to  partake  he  would 
live  for  ever.  He  made  the  discovery  of  alcohol ;  he 
thought  that  in  it  he  had  found  the  long-sought  elixir. 
He  resolved  to  put  it  to  the  test ;  he  drank  of  it 
copiously,  but,  instead  of  living  for  ever,  he  perished 
of  the  poison  he  had  drank  on  his  own  floor.  Such  is 
the  type  of  man's  effort  to  save  himself,  that  is,  to  live 
for  ever  !  The  most  promising  discoveries  have  served 
merely  to  embitter  his  disappointment.  He  has  learned 
with  sorrowful  heart  that  they  are  not  only  broken,  but 
poisonous  cisteiTis. 

Such  and  so  poor  is  the  religion  of  man,  whose 
language  is,  ''Look  to  me."    It  shall  not,  brethern,  be 
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ours.  It  is  of  the  earth,  earthy ;  and  no  splendour  of 
language  or  brilliancy  of  thought  can  conceal  its  essential 
worthlessness  and  wickedness. 

Let  us  now  examine  the  religion  of  the  Priest,  whose 
language  is,  "Look  to  me;  to  me,  in  some  of  my 
formulas,  to  me  in  some  of  my  developments,''  if  I 
may  use  a  favourite  expression,  "  and  be  ye  saved/' 
In  one  of  these  he  bids  you  look  to  the  Church ;  she, 
he  alleges,  is  the  directress  to  heaven,  the  sure  way  to 
eternal  joy.  "  Hear  the  Church,"  he  cries,  and  be 
happy. 

Such  religion  is  Churchianity  ;  it  is  not  Christianity, 
Christianity  means  the  religion  where  Christ  is  all  ; 
Churchianity,  the  religion  where  the  Church  is  all. 
But  what  is  this  Church  %  let  me  ask.  It  is  the 
company  of  believers,  if  it  be  the  true  Church ;  the 
company  of  the  baptized,  if  it  be  the  visible  Church, 
made  up  of  good  and  bad,  of  tares  and  wheat.  But 
the  whole  Bible  tells  us  that  a  church  without  Christ  is 
a  body  without  a  head  ;  a  robe,  without  the  Divine 
wearer  -;  the  richly-chased  cup,  but  without  the  wine. 

I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  more  chance  of  bqing 
saved  by  a  Church,  than  there  is  of  being  saved  by  a 
College,  or  by  a  Royal  Exchange.  There  is  no  more 
connexion  in  the  way  of  merit  between  the  one  and 
salvation,  than  there  is  between  the  other  and  salvation. 

Another  formula  in  which  the  Priest's  religion  develops 
itself  is,  "Look  to  the  sacraments — they  will  save  you ; 
be  baptized,  and  you  need  not  doubt  that  you  are 
regenerated  ;  take  the  Lord's  Supper,  and  you  are 
sure  *there  is  communion  with  Christ."  There  is  no 
regenerative  virtue  inherent  in,  or  inseparable  from, 
baptism  ;  for  baptism  is  not  the  Holy  Spirit.  There  is 
no  saving  and  expiatory  virtue  in  the  Lord's  Supper  ; 
for  the  Lord's  Supper  is  not  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
We  may  not  place  baptism  in  the  room  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  nor  the  eucharist  in  the  place  of  the  Lord  Jesus. 
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We  must  look  far  above  and  beyond  tbem  both.  Were 
both  to  become  vocal,  they  vrould  say,  We  are  not,  the 
one  the  Christ,  nor  the  other  the  Holy  Sph'it.  Lift 
your  eyes  far  above  us ;  we  must  decrease.  He  must 
increase.  We  are  ordinances ;  do  not  degrade  us  by 
dishonouring  the  Lord  of  the  ordinance.  Arrayed  in 
glories  that  belong  not  to  us,  we  cease  to  be  of  service. 

The  Priest  further  says,  If  not  to  these,  look  to  the 
priesthood  and  be  saved.  The  Apostle  says  :  "  Who 
then  is  Paul,  and  who  is  Apollos,  but  ministers  by 
whom  ye  believed  V  The  minister  is  glorious  only  in 
the  reflected  light  of  his  Master.  A  true  minister  will 
try  to  hide  himself  in  the  shadow,  lest  he  should 
intercept  one  ray  of  light  and  love  streaming  from  "  the 
bnghtness  of  the  Father's  glory.*'  It  is  his  grand  effort 
to  turn  every  eye  and  every  heart  from  himself  to  Jesus, 
— to  be  content  to  be  nothing,  that  his  Lord  maybe  seen 
to  be  all.  By  so  doing,  he  proves  his  unction  from  on 
high  ;  he  carries  credentials  visibly  authenticated,  and 
souls  won  by  his  ministry  are  its  fruits  and  proofs.  His 
language — earnest  and  affectionate  language  ever  is — 
Look  not  to  me  ;  behold  the  Lamb  of  God ;  He  only 
is  the  Christ  the  Saviour ;  He  only  has  the  words  of 
eternal  life."  So  taught  the  Apostles,  and  so  teaching 
we  vindicate  ourselves  to  be  their  successors.  Thus  we 
preach  not  man,  not  ourselves,  but  Christ  the  Lord, 
and  ourselves  your  servants  for  Clu'ist's  sake. 

I  have  shown  that  man  natural  cannot  save  himself; 
1  may  add,  that  man  ecclesiastical  is  just  as  helpless. 

Man  cannot  save  himself;  neither  in  cassock,  nor  in 
surplice,  nor  in  ermine,  nor  in  lawn,  nor  in  royal  robe, 
can  man  save  himself.  ^ 

The  last  formula  of  the  religion  of  the  Priest  that  I 
shall  mention  is,  his  bidding  you  look  to  Repentance, 
llepentance  is  not  a  Saviour.  The  tear  of  repentance 
is  expressive  of  the  inward  contrition  we  feel,  not 
expiatory  of  sin  that  we  have  been  guilty  of.  We  are 
not  to  seek  to  repent  fiz-st,  and  to  believe  next ;  but  we 
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are  to  believe  at  once  on  the  Saviour  ju8t  as  we  are,  for 
He  then  is  exalted  to  give  repentance  and  remission  of 
sins. 

There  remains  then,  lastly,  the  religion  of  God  our 
Saviour,  in  which  alone  I  proceed  to  show  you  is 
eternal  life.  The  words  of  my  text  are,  "  Look  unto 
me,  and  be  ye  saved,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth ;  for  I 
am  God,, and  there  is  none  else."  These  are  the  words 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.  To  prove  that  they  are  his  words, 
we  have  only  to  refer  to  the  language  of  the  Apostle,  in 
Philippians  ii.  10,  11,  where  he  applies  to  our  blessed 
Saviour  these  words  :  "  At  the  name  of  Jesus  every 
knee  shall  bow,  of  things  in  heaven,  and  things  in  earth, 
and  things  under  the  earth ;  and  that  every  tongue 
should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord.'*  So  in  the 
twenty-third  verse,  immediately  following  my  text,  we 
read  :  "  I  have  swom  by  myself,  the  word  is  gone  out 
of  my  mouth  in  righteousness  and  shall  not  return, 
That  unto  me  every  knee  shall  bow,  every  tongue  shall 
swear."  You  have  therefore  evidence  in  the  passage 
that  He  to  whom  we  are  to  look  is  our  God  and  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ. 

Christ  our  Saviour  is  God.  Fallen  as  man  is,  it  is 
unworthy  of  him ;  nay,  I  will  say  with  all  soberness, 
degrading  even  to  him,  to  look  to  any  being  for 
everlasting  happiness  short  of  God.  Ruined  as  the  soul 
is, — weak,  stained,  paralysed  as  it  is, — it  is  too  noble  a 
thing  to  bow  itself  in  religion  before  any  except  the 
living  and  only  true  God.  To  bring  man  directly  to 
God  just  as  he  is,  is  the  grand  characteristic  of  true 
religion ;  to  keep  man  from  God,  and  detain  him  with 
the  Priest,  the  sacraments,  the  ceremony,  is  the  grand 
effort  of  all  false  religions.  But  no  angel,  no  saint,  no 
created  being,  however  pure  or  exalted,  may  dare  to 
come  between  me,  a  believer,  and  God  my  Saviour. 
If  I  cannot,  my  dear  friends,  have  a  God  to  take  care  of 
my  soul,  I  will  risk  the  experiment  of  taking  care  of  it 
myself  It  is  too  great  to  be  committed  to  an  angel ; 
too  precioxis  to  be  trusted  to  a  creature.    Arm  of  fiesh 
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may  fail,  an  angel  may  fall,  either  may  forget  or  change ; 
if,  therefore,  I  cannot  have  God  to  take  charge  of  my 
soul,  no  creature  instead  shall :  whoever,  short  of  Grod, 
offers  to  take  charge  of  it,  to  him  I  would  say,  be  he 
angel,  or  saint,  or  priest,  or  prelate,  or  pope,  as  Abraham 
said  to  his  servants  of  old,  "  Stand  you  at  the  bottom  of 
the  mount,''  while  I  go  up  alone  to  its  sunlit  pinnacle, 
and  there  speak  face  to  face  with  my  God,  and  heaic 
from  his  own  grand  lips  those  glorious  accentt,  "  Look 
unto  me,  and  be  ye  saved,  for  J.  am  God,  and  there  is 
none  else."  I  must  hear  the  original,  the  echo  will  not 
do.  I  must  drink  from  the  fountain,  the  canonized  cup 
is  not  sufficient.  The  first  aspect  of  the  religion  of  Man 
is,  that  it  brings  us  to  man  ;  of  the  religion  of  the  Priest, 
tliat  it  brings  us  to  the  priest ;  but  of  the  religion  of  .God, 
that  it  brings  us  to  God  just  as  he  is  and  just  as  we  are. 

Another  strong  and  urgent  ground  why  we  should 
look  to  Christ  alone  is, — ^God  our  Saviour  has  made  a 
perfect  atonement  and  sacrifice  for  sin — ^has  given 
himself  in  my  nature  in  my  stead,  an  expiatory  victim, 
so  that,  looking  to  him,  I  am  not  only  regarding  him  that , 
can  save  me,  but  I  see  in  him  how  consistently,  and 
rationally,  and  gloriously  I  can  be  saved.  The  Bible  is 
not  merely  the  proclamation  of  the  fact,  that  looking  to 
Jesus  is  salvation,  but  in  God's  condescending  love  it  is 
the  explanation  of  the  kow  and  the  why  there  should  be 
salvation  through  Jesus  Christ  alone.  The  unenlight- 
ened man,  outside  Christianity,  or  ignorant  of  the 
Gospel,  is  constantly  perplexed  and  puzzled  about  this, 
whether  it  be  possible  for  God  to  forgive  sin  and  to  save 
sinners.  A  strong  thinker,  but  ignorant  of  the  Gospel, 
he  will  ask,  and  ask  again,  "  If  God  be  merciful,  will 
he  save  all  men  without  exception  ?  If  God  be  just, 
will  he  condemn  and  punish  all  men  without  exception  ? 
How  deep  in  the  scale  of  sin  will  God's  mercy  go  down 
in  pardoning  ?  How  high  in  the  scale  of  holiness  will 
God's  justice  rise  in  punishing  1  In  other  words,  what 
is  the  least  sin  that  God  will  punish,  and  what  the  least 
virtue  that  God  will  reward  ]  These  are  questions  for 
which  there  is  no  solution  any  where  but  in  the  religion 
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of  God  our  Saviour.  But  how  does  it  solve  them  ? 
Here  are  the  joyful  news,  here  is  the  sound  that  ought 
to  thrill  each  heart,  and  make  glad  each  dejected  spirit, 
and  satisfy  every  anxious  and  enquiring  mind.  Jesus 
has  endured  all  that  I  deserve  as  a  sinner,  and  obeyed 
for  me  all  that  I  owe  as  a  creature.  By  what  He-  ha» 
suffered,  I  am  delivered  from  sin^s  curse ;  by  what  He 
has  done,  I  am  entitled  to  the  fruits  of  a  law  perfectly 
obeyed.  In  him  I  see  antagonisms  perfectly  reconciled  t 
sin  punished,  and  yet  the  sinner  pardoned  ;  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  law  that  is*  broken,  and  the  salvation  of  the 
very  sinner  that  broke  it.  Now,  tell  m^  where  in; 
philosophy,  where  in  history,  where  in  science,  where 
m  the  height  or  in  the  depth,  there  is  any  intimation  like 
this  great  announcement,  which  is  just  the  good  new^ 
itself,  that  there  is  satisfaction  for  God's  law  that  I  had 
broken,  and  God  remains,  therefore,  true  and  just  and 
holy  ;  and  yet  salvation  for  me,  the  sinner  that  broke  it , 
and  so  God  is  merciful,  and  gracious,  and  loving.  Thus,, 
then,  justice,  mercy,  and  truth,  which  were  armed 
against  sin,  meet  in  Christ,  and  girdle  with  their  ever- 
lasting arms  the  chiefest  of  sinners  that  believe  in  him^ 
presenting  a  provision  for  the  forgiveness  of  the  greatest 
sin,  for  the  acceptance  of  the  greatest  sinner,  and  yet 
accompanied  by  no  connivance  at  sin  in  principle  or 
practice,  in  the  very  least  degree.  Thus,  my  dear 
friends,  is  that  great  truth  made  manifest,  justification 
by  faith  in  Jesus  Christ, — the  truth  that  Paul  preached,, 
that  Martin  Luther  resuscitated  from  the  tomb  in  which 
it  was  lost  and  buried— that  pervades  the  theology  ot 
every  true  Church,  and  is  the  article  of  a  standing  or 
of  a  falling  Church. 

But  in  looking  to  Christ,  I  not  only  see  that  it  is  possible 
for  God,  the  Legislator,  to  forgive  me,  consistently  with 
the  demands  of  his  law,  his  justice,  and  his  truth  ;  but 
that  he  waits  as  a  Father  to  receive  and  welcome  mey 
because  Christ  is  the  expression  as  truly  as  he  is  the 
channel  of  his  love.  In  other  words,  it  has  always 
appeared  to  me  that  what  Christ  is,  as  the  exponent  of 
God's  love,  is  just  as  precious  as  what  Christ  does,  as 
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the  atonement  for  man*s  sin,  Christ's  death  not  only 
makes  it  possible  for  God  to  save  me,  which  is  the 
popular  idea,  but  it  presents  God  in  Christ,  rejoicing, 
delighting,  waiting,  loving,  to  save  me.  So  that  when 
I  am  admitted  into  heaven,  I  am  not  admitted  there  as 
a  criminal  legally  forgiven,  just  as  you  would  tolerate  a 
returned  convict  legally  pardoned ;  but  I  am  presented 
as  a  son  accepted  by  my  Father  in  heaven  ;  not  admit- 
ted, but  welcomed  ;  not  tolerated,  but  hailed  with  hos- 
anas  unto  Him  that  washed  me,  and  redeemed  me  by 
his  blood,  and  made  me  a  king  and  priest  to  my  God. 

In  creation,  I  see  God  the  miaker  of  all ;  in  providence,. 
I  see  God  the  Ruler  of  all ;  oji  Sinai,  I  see  God  the 
Legislator  of  all;  in  Christ,  to  whom  I  look,  I  see  God 
my  Father  so  loving  me,  otherwise  an  orphan,  that  he 
gave,  as  the  expression  and  the  measure  of  that  love, 
Christ  Jesus,  to  save  and  recover  me.  Look  then  unta 
Christ,  and  see  these  two  great  truths,^  and  be  saved. 

But  in  looking  to  him,  I  not  only  see  forgiveness,  and 
receive  that  forgiveness,  but  I  also  see  a  process  and  a 
preparation  of  sanctification  for  me  in  and  through  him, 
and  for  his  sake.  For  what  did  Christ  say  I  That 
when  he  should  go  to  the  Father,  where  we  now  look 
to  him,  he  would  "send  the  Comforter,,  the  Spirit  of 
Truth;''  that  Spirit  who  is  the  sanctifier,  whose  fruits 
are  declared  by  the  Apostle,  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Gala- 
tions>  to  be  love,  joy,  peace,  temperance,  patience, 
godliness.  So  that  in  looking  to  Christ,  I  not  only 
receive  forgiveness  or  justification,  which  is  my  title  to- 
heaven,  but  I  receive  the  Holy  Spirit  to  dwell  in  my 
heart,  as  his  distinctive  promise,  to  fit  and  prepare  me 
for  heavenv 

As  a  Christian,  I  feel  it  is  not  enough  to  escape  fiL'om- 
sin's  curse, — I  must  also  get  rid  of  sin's  poison.  I  shrink 
from  sin,  not  from  what  it  leads  to  merely,  but  from 
what  it  actually  is  in  the  sight  of  God.  And,  therefore, 
Jesus  is  exalted  to  give  that  Spirit,  who  creates  in  the 
believer  a  new  hearty  regenerates  the  believer's  aifec- 
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tions,  makes  him  a  new  creature,  makes  all  things  new. 
And  hence  it  comes  to  pass  that,  wherever  there  is  a 
proclamation  of  free  forgiveness,  instant,  without  money, 
and  without  price,  for  the  greatest  sin  of  the  greatest 
criminal  who  believes,  there  is  embosomed  in  that  proc- 
lamation  a  provision  for  the  sanctification  and  regenera- 
tion of  that  sinner's  heart.  Never  is  the  sanctifying 
power  so  mighty  and  certain  as  when  the  proclamation 
of  the  free  gift  is  most  unequivocal.  No  man  is  so  truly 
sanctified,  as  the  man  that  believes  he  has  nothing  to  do 
to  deserve  heaven — nothing  to  suffer  to  expiate  sin,  or 
escape  hell,  but  that  he  has  received  heaven  as  a  free 
gift  for  Christ's  sake  ;  and  so  is  bidden  to  go  forth  on 
the  wings  of  love  to  obey  God's  commandments.  If  I 
desire  to  enjoy  an  oratorio,  I  must  not  only  have  a  ticket, 
which  is  my  title  of  admission,  but  I  must  have  a  musical 
ear,  which  is  my  fitness  for  tl^e  enjoyment.  It  is  sq 
with  respect  to  heaven.  Accordingly,  I  have  in  Christ's 
work  the  ticket  or  title,  and  in  the  Spirit's  work  the  new 
nature,  which  is  my  fitness.  Justification  is  the  act 
that  entitles.  Sanctification  the  work  that  qualifies. 
Heaven  is  a  purchased  place  for  a  purchased  people— 
a  prepared  place  for  a  prepared  people. 

But  looking  to  Christ  is  happiness,  as  truly  as  holiness. 
It  is  as  much  the  design  of  the  Gospel  to  make  us  happy 
as  it  is  to  make  us  good.  Nay,  its  primary  design  is  to 
make  us  happy ;  its  secondary,  but  inseparable  one,  is 
to  make  us  good.  The  first  aspect  of  the  Gospel  is 
good  news  :  the  moment  a  man  receives  good  news  he 
is  made  happy  ;  but  the  sanctifying  power  of  the  glad 
news  he  experiences  throughout  the  whole  of  his  life 
hereafter.  It  is  a  chief  result  of  looking  to  Christ  to 
make  us  happy.  The  faintest  beam  of  joy  that  gleams 
upon  a  Christian's  face,  is  a  reflection  from  the  Sun  of 
Righteousness ;  the  least  pulse  of  delight  in  the  bounding 
heart,  is  a  response  to  the  touch  of  the  finger  of  the  Son 
of  God.  Who  needs  to  be  told  what  humanity  in  all  its 
phases  and  in  all  circumstances  has  proved — that  in  the 
highest  and  most  elevated  condition  there  is  no  substantial 
and  enduring  joy,  except  that  which  may  be  realized  in 
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the  lowliest  and  humblest  condition  ?  Upon  all  that  is 
great,  and  lofty,  and  brilliant — upon  all  that  is  admired 
and  coveted  in  this  world,  the  eye  of  the  Christian  may 
read  what  the  finger  of  God  has  traced  ;  "  Whoso 
drinketh  of  this  water  shall  thirst  again ;  but  he  that 
drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  will  give  him,  it  shall  be  in 
him  a  well  of  living  water,  springing  up  into  everlasting 
life/' 

In  the  Gospel — in  Christ  the  Saviour,  in  Jesus  only 
— is  there  an  inexhaustible  fountain.  Like  some  sweet 
spring  amid  the  mountains  around  us,  the  happiness  of 
the  Gospel  is  so  deep  that  it  can  never  be  frozen  by  the 
winter's  frost — so  overlapt  and  overshadowed  by  the 
everlasting  hills,  that  it  never  can  be  evaporated  by  the 
summer's  sun ;  or  rather  it  is  like  one  of  those  streamlets 
that  come  down  from  the  Alpine  glaciers,  it  is  freshest 
and  fullest  in  that  season  when  all  streams  besides  are 
dried  up  by  the  scorching  heat.  He  that  drinketh  of 
the  water  He  shall  give  him,  shall  not  be  a  mere  cistem, 
but  he  shall  be  a  fountain  of  living  water,  ever  springing 
up  into  everlasting  life.  It  is  proof  of  the  fall  of  man 
that  his  soul  seeks  satisfaction  on  earth  :  it  is  the  proof 
of  his  grandeur  that  he  cannot  find  it  there. 

I  now  turn  your  attention  to  the  process.  "  Look 
unto  me,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth."  Have  you  ever 
noticed  that  almost  everything  that  man  does  is  cumbrous;, 
everything  that  God  does  is  simple  ?  Only  recently  ha& 
science  in  its  greatest  achievement  made  an  approxima- 
tion to  something  of  the  simplicity  of  God.  The  wire 
that  connects  two  countries  together,  and  enables  London 
to  converse  with  Paris,  and  Paris  to  reply  to  London, 
is  simple,  exquisitely  simple.  It  is  therefore  grand. 
This  is  man's  nearest  and  closest  pursuit  of  the  footsteps 
of  his  Maker,  in  thus  laying  hold  of  the  red  lightnings, 
and  making  them  to  do  his  errands ;  it  is  the  noblest 
feat  that  man  has  ever  done  ;  and  yet  it  is  not  creation, 
but  merely  the  combination  of  God's  materials. 
Everything  in  God's  world  is  simple  ;  out  of  a  little 
sap,  or  water,  and  a  few  combining  elements  of  oxygen 
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and  cai'bon,  he  forms  all  fruit,  and  flower,  and  leaf,  and 
blossom  ;  by  a  single  power  called  gravitation  he  binds 
worlds  together,  and  makes  each  march  in  its  orbit  as  if 
it  were  evermore  listening  and  evermore  responding  to 
the  bidding  of  the  great  controller  of  all.  And  so,  when 
God  calls  on  sinners  to  be  saved,  he  does  not  bid  them 
do  some  great  thing,  but  this  simple  thing — "  Look,  and 
be  saved."  Is  it  not,  my  dear  friends,  strange,  and  yet 
you  know  it  is  true,  that  it  is  easy  to  prevail  on  man  to 
do  some  great  thing  in  order  to  be  saved,  but  very,  very 
difficult — so  difficult  that  it  needs  the  Spirit  of  God  to 
enable  him — to  prevail  on  him  to  do  nothing  at  all. 
Bid  a  man  do  a  painful  and  laborious  penance,  and 
he  will  do  it.  Bid  man  "  look,  and  live,"  and  he  will 
say  :  "I  thought,  he  will  surely  come  out  to  me,  and 
stand,  and  call  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God,  and 
sti'ike  his  hand  over  the  place,  and  recover  the  leper. 
Are  not  Abana  and  Pharpar,  rivers  of  Damascus,  better 
than  all  the  waters  of  Israel  V 

But  God  cleaves  to  his  prescription,  which  is — ^not  do, 
not  siiff'er — mark  the  words — but  simply,  "  Look,  and 
be  saved."  Let  us  analyze  this  word  "  Look"  for  one 
moment.  What  a  look  is  to  the  outward  eye,  faith  is 
to  the  inward  man.  Hence  the  Apostle,  when  he 
defines  faith,  says,  Faith  is  the  substance  of  things 
hoped  for,  the  evidence  of  things  not  seen,"  Just  as 
clearly  as  my  outward  eye  sees  things  that  are  seen,  so 
clearly  my  inner  eye,  that  is,  faith,  sees  things  that  are 
unseen.  "  Look,  and  be  saved,"  is  then  just  equivalent 
to  Believe,  and  be  saved."  Whom  having  not  seen," 
says  the  Apostle,  that  is,  with  the  outward  eye,  "  we 
love,  and  whom,  though  now  we  see  him  not,"  that  is, 
with  the  outward  eye,  "  yet  believing,  we  rejoice  with 
joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  glory."  This  emblem, 
"  looking,"  or  seeing  with  the  eye,  is  a  most  appropriate 
symbol  of  faith.  When  I  look  at  the  sun,  the  moon,  the 
stars,  the  beautiful  flowers,  the  green  earth,  the  glorious 
panorama  around  this  sanctury,  or  at  the  human 
countenancn,  with  all  its  chromatic  phases,  aspects, 
and  transitions,  my  eye  is  purely  receptive  ;  it  does  not 
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add  one  atx>m  of  beauty  to  it,  it  merely  receives  what  is 
presented ;  my  look  adds  nothing  to  the  outward  object ; 
the  eye  is  entirely  passive,  pirrely  receptive — it  merely 
takes  in  whatever  is  contributed  by  that  object. 

Is  not  this  the  true  description  of  faith  1  Faith  is 
not  a  contribution  to  Christ;  it  is  no  addition  of  our 
righteousness  to  his ;  it  is  not  an  addition  to  his  sacrifice 
of  something  of  ours,  to  enable  his  expiation  to  be 
sufficient ;  it  is  simply  the  reception  of  those  bright 
beams  that  the  Sun  of  Righteousness  transmits  to  me — 
of  that  perfect  righteousness  he  has  brought  in  for  me 
— of  the  virtue  of  that  expiatory  sacrifice  he  has  made 
for  me.  Faith  is  no  more  merit  in  the  sight  of  God 
than  works — a  remark  that  reminds  me  of  the  duty 
of  explaining  a  very  common  en'or.  It  is  frequently 
supposed  that  salvation  by  works  is  now  exploded,  and 
that  in  its  place  is  put  salvation  by  faith.  My  dear 
friends,  faith  is  no  more  a  saviour  than  works.  There 
is  no  more  merit  in  faith  than  in  works.  Were  it 
otherwise,  w^hile  the  old  formula  would  be,  "  Righteous- 
ness of  life  is  salvation,"  the  new  formula  would  be 

Righteousness  or  orthodoxy  of  creed,  is  salvation." 
But  we  need  now  for  heaven  a  perfect  righteousness,  just 
as  Adam  in  Eden.  In  this,  however,  lies  the  difference. 
He  had  to  work  it  out,  or  retain  it — we  only  to  receive 
it.  Faith  therefore  receives  a  righteousness  which  was 
perfect,  long  before  it  accepted  it — a  Saviour  who  is 
and  was  complete,  before  it  looked  at  him ;  it  merely 
looks,  and  is  saved. 

The  eye  is  a  very  appropriate  symbol  of  faith,  from 
the  fact  that  it  brings  distant  objects  near.  If  I  had  no 
eye-sight,  the  only  way  in  which  I  could  ascertain  the 
shape,  size,  and  smoothness  or  roughness  of  an  object, 
would  be  by  touching  it.  Touch  would  necessarily 
take  the  place  of  sight.  And  I  may  remark  in  passing, 
how  beautiful  a  proof  it  is  of  the  goodness  of  God,  that 
persons  who  lose  their  eye-sight  generally  attain  an 
exquisite  susceptibility  of  touch  or  hearing  !  If  I  had 
no  eye-sight,  my  touch  alone  would  enable  me  to 
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ascertain  many  of  the  qualities  of  an  object ;  but  the 
eye-sight  is  more  perfect  still ;  it  enables  me  to  see  the 
roughness,  smoothness,  form,  &c.,  when  the  object  is  a 
hundred  yards  from  me,  more  acurately  than  I  could 
ascertain  these  qualities  by  touch  if  the  object  were 
within  a  few  inches  of  my  position. 

Thus  the  eye  brings  distant  things  near  ;  so  does 
faith ;  it  brings  God  near,  it  brings  Christ  near,  it  biings 
his  righteousness  near  ;  to  use  the  language  of  the  old 
divines,  it  appropriates  Christ  and  all  his  righteousness. 
By  faith  Abraham  saw  along  the  vista  of  a  thousand 
years  Christ's  day,  and  rejoiced ;  by  the  same  faith  we 
look  along  the  vista  of  eighteen  hundred  years,  and  are 
saved.  Abraham  had  the  same  Saviour  that  we  have. 
His  was  prospective,  or  a  looking  forward,  ours  is 
retrospective,  or  a  looking  backward  ;  but  his  religion 
and  ours  were  and  are  one.  His  and  our  Saviour  is 
equally  Christ.  The  sense  of  sight  is  the  most  assuring 
sense  we  have ;  so  much  so,  that  the  Apostle  says, 

That  which  we  have  seen,  declare  we  unto  you 
and  so  faith,  which  is  the  inner  or  true  sight,  is  "  the 
substance  of  things  hoped  for,  and  the  evidence  of  things 
not  seen,^^  True,  there  are  degrees  of  faith  ;  but  it  is 
not  true  that  the  weak  faith  only  receives  a  partial 
salvation,  and  that  the  strong  faith  receives  a  great 
salvation.  In  the  case  of  the  poor  wounded  Israelites 
in  the  wilderness  looking  at  the  serpent,  he  whose  eye 
was  almost  closed  in  death  was  healed  entirely  if  one 
ray  shot  into  that  eye ;  and  to  him  who  looked  with  his 
unimpared  sight,  there  was  no  greater  salvation.  God 
sees  weakness  in  the  very  strongest  faith,  and  strength 
in  the  very  weakest ;  and  to  the  one  or  to  the  other  he 
is  a  complete  Saviour,  a  perfect  righteousness,  and  a 
glorious  salvation. 

I  notice  next  the  catholicity  of  this  invitation.  "Look 
unto  Christ,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  ye  saved." 
Blessed  truth  !  The  Gospel  is  not  for  Jerusalem  only, 
but  for  every  country  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe. 
This  Christianity  is  not  the  monopoly  of  a  3ect,  but  the 
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rivilege  and  possession  of  all  that  believe.  Whatever 
e  the  relative  value  of  ecclesiastical  differences,  ours 
5s  not  a  gospel  for  the  Churchman,  or  a  gospel  for 
the  Dissenter,  but  it  is  for  all  that  "  look whether 
they  look  through  the  oriel  windows  of  a  cathedral,  or 
the  humble  casement  of  a  chapel,  it  is  still,  "  Look,  and 
be  ye  saved/'  It  is  that  blessed  gospel  that  discloses 
to  every  one  a  cross  without  a  screen;  that  gives  a 
Bible  without  a  clasp ;  that  offers  salvation  without 
price,  and  assigns  the  limits  of  the  globe  as  the 
circumference  of  its  free  and  its  joyous  action.  That 
Saviour  still  speaks  from  the  throne,  and  says;  "Look 
unto  me,  all  the  ends  of  the  earth — dwellers  on  the 
Missouri  and  the  Mississippi,  in  the  prairies  and 
back-woods  of  America ;  upon  the  Andes  and  in  the 
isles  of  the  Pacific  ;  from  the  mountains  of  Thibet,  and 
the  plains  of  China  ^  from  every  jungle  in  India  ;  from 
every  pagoda  in  Hindostan  ;  from  the  snows  of  Lapland ; 
Arab,  in  thy  tent,  and  Cossack,  on  thy  steppes ;  ye 
ancient  Druse  from  Mount  Lebanon ;  weary-footed 
wanderer  of  Salem,  speaking  all  tongues,  drinking  of 
all  streams — civilized  and  savage; — all  the  ends  of  the 
earth,  look  unto  riie,  and  be  saved/'  In  all  the  phases 
of  human  sorrow  and  joy,  toil  and  travail,  *^  look/'  In 
the  wildest  beating  of  tht?  despairing  heart ;  in  the  hour 
of  sorrow — that  sorrow  that  is  two  great  for  tears;  in 
the  tidal  sweep  of  ages ;  in  the  ^rges  of  a  nation's 
suffering,  and  in  the  ripples  of  individual  grief — to 
quote  from  a  giand  litany,  "in  all  time  of  our  tribulation, 
in  all  time  of  our  wealth,  in  the  hour  of  death,  and  in 
the  day  of  judgment,"—"  look  unto  me  and  be  ye 
saved. '^ 

But  let  us  not  misapprehend.  We  are  to  look,  not 
to  a  doctrine,  but  to  a  person.  "  Look  unto  me  and  be 
ye  saved."  Here  is  the  distinctive  feature  of  Christian- 
ity: it  is  not  the  acceptance  of  a  dogma,  however 
precious,  but  it  is  the  acceptance  of  a  living  Saviour  ; 
and  in  this,  it  is  worth  remarking,  this  Gospel  is  distin-^ 
guished  from  everything  else.  To  be  a  follower  of 
Socrates  was  to  accept  his  tenets  ;  to  be  a  follower  of 
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Plato  was  to  accept  his,  if  there  was  a  difference ;  to 
be  a  follower  of  Zeno  was  to  accept  his  ;  but  to  be  a 
Christian,  is  not  to  believe  justification  by  faith,  most 

?recious  as  that  is,  but  to  believe  in  the  Lord  J esus^ 
'herefore,  my  dear  friends,  you  must  look,  not  at  the 
testimony,  but  at  the  Testifier ;  you  are  to  look  not  at 
Christianity,  but  at  Christ.  "  Look  unto  me  all  the 
ends  of  the  earth,  and  be  saved."  Look  unto  him  in 
the  manger,  reading,  as  you  look,  "  Though  rich,  for 
our  sakes  he  became  poor."  Look  unto  him  in  Geth- 
s^mane,  and  read  as  you  look,  "  On  Him  were  laid 
the  iniquities  of  us  all."  Look  unto  him  upon  the 
Cross,  and  read  as  you  look,  "  God  hath  made  Him 
who  knew  no  sin,  to  be  sin  for  me,  that  I  might  be  made 
the  righteousness  of  God  in  him."  Look  unto  Hifn 
laid  in  the  grave,  and  read, — nay,  not  read,  but  sing 
and  shout,  as  you  look — Oh  death  !  where  is  thy  sting  1 
Oh  grave  !  where  is  thy  victory  ?  Thanks  be  to  God, 
who  gave  us  the  victory  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord."  Look  then,  my  dear  friends  now  ;  there  is 
no  moment  too  late,  if  it  be  now.  Look  unto  Christ, 
and  be  saved. 

We  learn  in  this  provision  of  the  mercy  of  God,  the 
vast  value  of  the  soul.  It  was  surely  for  the  recovery 
of  no  ordinary  thing,  that  the  Son  of  God  stooped  so 
low  and  suffered  so  much.  The  soul  is,  in  truth,  the 
man,  and  only  realizes  its  freedom  when  it  emerges 
from  the  outer  temple  in  which  it  has  ministered  oxi 
earth.  From  all  considerations  of  its  nature  and  its 
acts,  we  gather  a  conception  of  its  greatness.  Multiply 
ages  into  ages — carry  century  to  century,  to  their 
highest  cube,  and  all  is  but  an  infinitesimal  preface  to 
its  inexhaustible  being.  The  Pyramids  of  Egypt,  just 
opening  their  stony  lips  to  speak  for  God^s  word  ;  the 
theatres  of  Ionia ;  the  colossal  remains  of  Nineveh, 
experiencing  a  resurrection  from  the  grave  in  which 
God  buried  it  ;  the  iron  rail,  that  strings  the  bright 
villages  like  pearls  on  its  black  thread  ;  the  paddle- 
wheel,  that  disturbs  the  stillness  of  the  remotest  seas  ; 
the  electric  telegraph,  that  unites  minds  a  thousand 
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miles  apart ;  the  tubular  bridge  that  spans  broad  firths 
and  great  chasms — are  all  witnesses  to  the  grandeur 
and  powers  of  the  soul  of  man.  Its  capacity  of  woe  and 
joy  is  great  as  its  endurance,  or  its  ability  to  do.  Its 
descent  in  ruin  was  so  deep,  and  its  strength  to  resist 
its  own  recovery  so  great,  that  it  required  nothing 
less  than  Omnipotence  to  interpose  in  order  to  recover 
it.  Its  price  is  the  blood  of  the  Incarnate  One,— its 
value  must  be  corresponding. 

Tell  me,  lost  spirit,  writhing  in  thy  bitter  agony  ;  tell 
me  glorified  soul,  ever  happy — ever  praising  ;  tell  me, 
angels;  but  tell  me,  thou  who  only  art  able, — thou 
bleeding  Lamb,  "  What  shall  it  profit  a  man  if  he  gain 
the  whole  world,  and  lose  his  own  soul 

Calvary  is  the  stand-point  from  which  I  see  the  value 
of  the  soul.  It  is  by  looking  to  Jesus  that  I  learn  its 
worth. 

What  gratitude  should  we  feel,  who  were  as  others, 
children  of  wvaXh,  but  are  now  the  children  of  God  ! 
Why  did  Jesus  pass  by  the  angels  that  fell,  and  suffer 
so  for  us  ?  Why  do  we  hear  these  glad  tidings,  while 
other  lands  lie  still  in  darkness  and  in  the  shadow  of 
death  ?  There  was  no  previous  excellency,  or  beauty, 
or  merit  in  us.  It  is  not  we  that  have  made  the  Gospel 
so  precious  ;  it  was  the  Gospel  that  has  made  us  and  our 
land  so  great.  From  the  very  depths  of  our  country's 
heart,  from  every  section  of  the  Church  universal,  nest- 
ling near  that  heart,  should  this  song  rise  till  it  reach  the 
high  heaven  :  "Bless  the  Lord,  O  our  soul,  and  all  that 
is  within  us  bless  his  holy  name  "  Thanks  be  to  God 
for  his  unspeakable  gifts."  An  under-tone  of  praise 
should  run  through  all  our  prayers.  There  is  not  a 
babe  in  its  mother's  bosom  that  is  not  better  because 
Jesus  died.  There  is  not  a  home  that  is  not  happier, 
because  a  ray  of  his  love  lights  on  it,  May  we  be 
thankful! 

How  responsible,  how  solemn  is  the  office  of  a 
minister  of  the  Gospel,    If  he  magnify  himself  instead 
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of  Christ — if  he  preach  a  party,  not  the  gospel — if  he 
dwell  on  endless  genealogies,  instead  of  Christ  and  him 
crucified,  he  inflicts  eternal  evil,  and  incurs  awful  guilt, 
A  bad  sculptor  merely  spoils  a  block  of  marble.  A 
blundering  physician  only  injures  health  or  destroys  the 
life  that  now  is  ;  but  an  unfaithful  preacher,  who  bids 
the  hearer  look  to  Man,  or  to  the  Priest,  or  to  the 
Church,  and  not  to  Christ  alone,  destroys  souls. 

If  his  gospel  be  precious  to  us,  and  in  our  experience, 
we  are  all  of  us  under  the  strongest  obligations  to  spread 
it.  God  has  made  us  Christians,  that,  as  instruments 
in  his  hand,  we  may  make  others  see  and  receive  the 
truth.  We  are  made  saints  in  order  to  become  servants. 
We  have  freely  received,  that  we  may  freely  give  ;  one 
is  richer  or  greater  than  another,  not  that  he  may 
exact  more,'  but  do  and  give  more.  The  Missionary 
Societies  of  our  country  are  not  ks  least  illustrious  orna- 
ments. 

Many  too  and  ever-multiplying  are  our  encourage- 
ments. The  gospel  grows  in  influence  every  day. 
Nothing  successfully  arrests  it.  Mankind  approach 
Christianity — they  do  not  recede  from  it.  The  last  days 
of  Christianity  are  proving  its  brightest.  Genius  has 
made  so  many,  and  so  great  discoveries,  that  the  earth 
has  been  converted  into  a  higher  orc^  But  much  as 
men  have  improved  themselves  and  their  world,  they 
have  not  gone  above  or  beyond  the  gospel.  Far  as  we 
have  travelled,  we  are  not  j-et  far  from  the  cradle  of 
Bethlehem  and  the  cross  of  Calvary.  We  have 
distanced  Jerusalem — ^not  Jesus..  We  approach  him 
as  to  a  distant  star,  that  grows  more  beautiful  and 
lustrous  as  we  near  it.  Ethiopia,  America,  and  England, 
the  choicest  intellects,  the  greatest  scholars,  the  noblest 
hearts,  still  stretch  out  their  hands  to  the  Son  of  Man  ^ 
more  and  more  clearly  the  wisest  see  how  perishable 
is  all  that  man  thinks  great — ^liow  lasting  is  the  least 
that  God  pronounces  true. 
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THE 

DECLINE  OF  POPERY,  ETC. 


Viewed  in  whatever  light,  the  setting  up  of  the  Church  of 
Christ  IS  the  most  important  event  in  the  world's  history.  It 
was  the  introduction  of  a  new  element  into  the  affairs  of  men  of 
vastly  greater  power  than  any  previousuly  known,  and  to  whose 
influence  there  could  be  no  bounds  but  those  of  the  race  and  of 
eternity.  At  the  point  of  time  where  the  lines  of  history  and 
prophecy  met  and  blended,  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world. 
He  showed  his  estimate  of  human  conditions  by  the  selection  of 
one  of  poverty.  His  doctrines  were  the  most  pure,  simple  and 
eublime.  To  show  that  he  came  not  on  any  political  errand,  or 
to  establish  a  temporal  power,  he  declared  that  his  kingdom  was 
not  of  this  world  ;  and  he  warned  his  apostles  not  to  confound 
the  mission  on  which  he  spnt  them  with  the  powers  or  preroga- 
tives of  earthly  princes.  Their  mission  was  not  to  govern  but  to 
teach;  and  their  authority  was  not  to  interfere  in  the  political 
contests  of  the  nations^  but  to  preach  salvation  to  all  men  through 
faith  in  a  crucified  Chrisf,  who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  the  lost. 
The  end  for  which  the  Church  of  Christ  was  established  was,  by 
the  diffusion  of  truth,  accompanied  by  the  agency  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  to  bind  all  men  in  love  to  one  another,  and  to  subdue  all 
hearts  into  obedience  to  God.  This  was  the  sublime  mission  of 
the  Church,  and,  to  accomplish  it,  it  was  forbidden  the  exercise 
of  any  authority  save  that  of  its  virtues  and  graces,  and  of  any 
weapons  save  its  pure  and  simple  faith.  It  is  a  simple  institution 
of  God,  with  one  simple  end  in  view,  and  adapted  to  all  times, 
nations,  and  circumstances.  As  it  came  from  the  hand  of  its 
founder,  it  might  be  personified  as  a  cherubic  form  descending 
from  heaven  amid  the  children  of  men,  shedding  around  her  a 
healing  influence  on  all  the  moral  diseases  of  society,  hushing  the 
spirit  of  discord,  like  a  new  sun  dispelling  the  moral  darkness  of 
our  world,  drawing  men  closer  to  one  another  by  drawing  them 
all  closer  to  Christ,  and  in  the  course  of  her  progress  converting 
earth  into  the  likeness  of  heaven.  And  had  the  spirit  of  its  founder 
remained  in  the  Church,  and  had  there  been  no  great  apostacy 
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from  its  simple  faith  and  worship,  long  ago  the  shout  would  have 
been  raised  from  the  earth  to  the  heavens,  and  would  have  been 
echoed  bock  again  from  the  heavens  to  the  earth,  *'  Hallelujah; 
salvation,  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneih.'' 

And  how  has  the  Church  performed  its  mission  ?  This  is  a 
pregnant  question,  and  one  which  opens  up  its  history  for  nearly 
two  thousand  years  for  discussion.  As  long  as  it  retained  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  and  followed  the  example  of  his  apostles,  and 
obeyed  their  instructions,  its  progress  was  gloriously  onward. 
Its  influence  was  soon  felt  to  the  extremes  of  the  Roman  empire ; 
and  long  before  the  last  of  the  apostles  of  Christ  went  up  to  his 
reward,  it  had  its  devoted  converts  even  in  the  palace  of  the 
Caesars.  Through  its  martyr  ages,  when  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile, 
the  philosopher  and  the  peasant,  the  bond  and  the  free,  the  refined 
Grecian  and  the  barbarous  Scythian,  were  in  league  against  it,  no 
opposition  could  retard  its  progress.  The  fires  which  consumed 
its  martyrs  only  revealed  new  paths  to  more  extended  fields  of 
conflict  and  victory,  until  its  leaven  of  divine  truth  had  reached 
the  most  distant  nations,  and  its  converts  were  found  among  alt 
ranks  and  conditions  of  man. 

But  now  a  change  passes  over  the  scene,  the  result  of  its  very 
successes.  Almost  from  its  very  commencement  the  Church  had 
to  contend  with  heresies  which  chiefly  involved  the  divinity  of 
Christ.  These  were  successfully  resisted  ;  and  the  controversy 
excited  avast  enthusiasm  for  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and  a  profound 
reverence  for  every  thing  in  any  way  associated  with  him.  And 
when  Arianism,  as  a  vanquished  foe,  was  retiring  from  the  con- 
flict, the  great  Deceiver  changed  his  hand,  and  converted  the 
existing  zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  the  deity  of  Jesus  Christ  into 
powerful  agents  for  perverting,  depraving,  and  undermining  the 
entire  system  of  Christianity,  And  it  is  here  we  date,  so  far 
forth  as  it  is  a  system  of  religious  doctrines,  the  rise  of  popery, 
which,  in  all  its  ages  and  phases,  has  been  the  bane  of  the  Church 
and  the^curse  of  the  nations.    But  what  is  poperj^  ? 

The  discussion  which  secures  a  right  answer  to  this  question 
naturally  divides  itself  into  the  two  heads  of  doctrine  and  polity. 
It  is  the  combination  of  these  that  forms  the  system. 

As  a  system  of  doctrine,  it  is  clearly  and  fearfully  developed. 
One  extreme  usually  begets  another  ;  and,  reverting  to  the  point 
of  time  already  intimated,  we  find  the  zeal  and  enthusiasm  excit- 
ed for  the  divinity  of  Christ  passing  over  into  inordinate  venera- 
tion for  the  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  ;  and,  for  its  defence, 
the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation  was  invented,  that  monster  ab- 
surdity, and  the  pantomime  of  the  mass  was  enacted.  A  great  rage 
arose  for  any  thing  and  every  thing  associated  with  his  memory  j 
and  relics  were  collected  with  incredible  industry,  such  as  pieces 
of  the  cross,  and  pictures  of  his  person,  and  pieces  of  his  garments, 
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which  the  doctrine  of  relative  worship  was  invented,  or  rather 
borrowed  from  the  heathen^  As  supersitition  advanced  in  strength, 
it  passed  over  from  Christ  to  his  friends  and  followers ;  and 
hence  the  multiplication  of  saints  and  saint's  days  ;  and  soon 
reverence  for  the  saints  grew  into  adoration.  And  thus  the 
apotheosis  of  heathenism  was  introduced.  And  to  excuse  this,  the 
doctrine  of  saintly  intercession  was  invented,  on  the  plea  that 
sinners  themselves  were  unfitted  to  make  any  request  of  God. 
With  these  corrupt  doctrines  came  in  corrupt  practices,  such  as 
forbidding  to  marry,  forbidding  of  meats,  and  the  commanding  of 
corporeal  austerities.  And,  to  recommend  all  this,  the  doctrine 
was  invented  that  these  practices  made  satisfaction  for  sin,  and 
were  meritorious  of  heaven.  And  lest  this  might  seem  to  dero- 
gate from  the  satisfaction  of  Christ,  sins  were  divided  into  mortal 
and  venial.  As  venial  sins  deserve  not  eternal  death,  and  as  men 
might  die  before  performing  the  necessary  penance  to  remove 
them,  purgatory  was  invented,  where  penance  for  venial  sins 
might  be  completed.  And  as  punishment  in  purgatory  is  not 
eternal,  and  as  souls  sent  there  might  be  redeemed  by  the  good 
works  of  others,  the  doctrine  of  works  of  supererogation  was  in* 
vented.  The  good  deeds  of  men,  over  and  above  those  necessary 
for  their  own  salvation,  were  laid  up  in  the  treasury  of  the 
Church,  and  were  sold  out  to  such  as  were  willing  to  purchase 
them.    This  was  by  far  the  most  profitable  doctrine  of  popery. 

These  tenets,  artfully  linked  together  into  a  great  chain,  forged 
for  the  purpose  of  binding  the  soul  at  the  feet  of  the  priest,  were 
quieily  received  in  those  days  of  darkness ;  and  the  darkness  was 
<jherished  by  the  locking  up  of  the  Scriptures  from  the  people, 
^nd  by  the  inculcation  of  an  implicit  faith.  And  in  case  that 
terrible  book  should  be  unlocked  and  brought  out  from  under  the 
double  seal  of  a  dead  language  and  a  had  translation,  the  fictions 
were  invented  of  an  unwritten  tradition,  without  whose  interpre- 
tations the  Bible  was  imperfect  ;  and  an  infallible  judge,  without 
which  both  tradition  and  scripture  were  unsafe  guides.  Thus  did 
the  devil,  starting  on  the  high  wave  of  zeal  and  enthusiasm  for 
the  glory  of  Christ,  build  up  the  doctrinal  Babel  of  popery,  the 
foundation  of  which  is  laid  in  hell,  whose  top  reaches  unto  heaven, 
Qnd  whose  dark  shadow  has  stretched  from  shore  to  shore. 

In  the  most  favorable  light  in  which  it  can  fee  viewed  as  a  doc- 
trinal system,  popery  is  the  merest  caricatnre  of  Christianity.  Its 
ritual  is  addressed  to  the  eye,  and  its  whole  worship  is  a  ludicrous 
pantomime,  in  which  the  priests  are  the  actors,  and  the  altar  the 
stage,  and  the  ignorant  attendants,  not  knowing  what  they  wor- 
ship, the  spectators.  Popery  and  Christianity  are  just  as  opposite 
as  is  the  truth  and  its  caricature. 

That  you  may  see  this,  take,  for  instance,  the  doctrine  of  Christ 
«  rucified  for  the  sins  of  men,  and  as  making  atonement  to  the  law 
ffi  nd  juetke  of  God  for  all  that  believe  on  him.   It  is  one  that  lies 
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upon  the  face  of  tbe  Scriptures.  And  see  how  popery  caricatures 
it.  The  doctri-ne  of  the  cross  gives  way  to  the  image  of  the  cross, 
which  is  perched  on  the  summit  of  its  churches,  and  is  braided 
on  the  books  of  its  priests,  and  paraded  before  its  bishops  ;  and 
to  the  sign  of  the  cross,  which  is  regarded  as  possessing  a  lalis- 
inanic  influence  against  evil  spirits;  and  to  that  most  unmeaning 
of  all  mummeries,  the  mass,  in  which  the  tragedy  of  Calvary 
becomes  an  unmeaning  and  loathsome  farce.  The  truth  is  gone, 
and  naught  but  its  caricature  remains. 

Take,  again,  the  doctrine  of  the  intercession  of  Christ  as  our 
mediator  with  the  Father.  1  here  is  nothing  more  plainly  taught 
than  that  he  is  the  only  mediator  between  God  and  man.  And 
yet  his  work  is  forgotten,  and  his  mediation  is  thrown  into  the 
shade  by  the  mediation  of  Mary,  and  Peter,  and  Paul ;  the  holy 
martyrs,  virgins,  and  widows ;  the  holy  monks  and  hermits ;  the 
holy  doctors,  bishops,  and  confessors,  some  of  whom  were  men  of 
God,  and  many  of  whom  were  men  of  Belial  ;  some  of  whom  were 
ornaments  of  the  church  militant,  and  are  now  wearinsj  their 
crowns  in  the  church  triumphant :  and  many  of  whom  were 
*'wizards  and  jugglers,  the  Mesmers,  and  Fausts,  and  Merlins 
of  the  ages  of  moral  and  intellectual  darkness."  Of  the  true  and 
only  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  millions  of  popery  know  as 
little  as  Chinamen.  The  truth  is  gone,  and  naught  but  the 
miserable  caricature  remains. 

Take,  again,  the  doctrine  of  regeneration.  How  plainly  does 
the  Bible  teach  that  we  must  be  born  again  !  And  this  consists 
in  the  renewal  of  our  moral  nature  by  the  power  of  the  Holy 
Ghost,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  truth.  And  this,  all 
this,  is  effected  by  the  papal  baptizer.  There  stands  the  robed 
priest,  and,  as  the  subject  for  baptism  approaches  him,  he  blows 
thrice  in  his  face  to  drive  out  Satan.  He  then  puts  blessed 
salt  into  his  mouth.  Then  the  piiest  puts  his  spittle  on  his  ears 
and  nose.  Then  he  is  anointed  ;  then  he  is  baptized.  Then  holy 
chrism  and  a  white  cloth  are  put  upon  his  head  ;  and  then  a 
lighted  candle  is  placed  in  his  hand.  And  then  he  is  regenerated  I 
And  this  is  the  only  regeneration  known  to  the  system  of  popery  ! 
And  its  heaviest  anathemas  are  poured  out  upon  those  who  would 
deny  that  this  miserable  exorcism,  misnamed  baptism,  fails  to 
confer  the  grace  which  it  signifies  I 

These  we  give  as  specimens  of  the  doctrinal  system.  And 
they  are  the  best  that  we  could  adduce,  and  the  most  favourable  to 
the  system.  It  hos  not  left  a  doctrine  or  sacrament  of  the  Church 
in  its  native  simplicity.  It  has  virtually  annulled  the  Sabbath  by 
its  holy  days — and  the  worship  of  God  by  the  worship  of  saints — 
and  the  work  of  Christ  by  the  works  of  merit — and  the  work  of 
the  Spirit  by  the  manipulations  of  its  priests— and  the  word  of 
God  by  first  corrupting  it,  and  then  withholding  it  from  the  peo- 
ple. There  is  not  a  truth  in  the  system  which  is  not  clouded  by 
some  error,  or  which  is  not  cast  into  the  shade  of  some  towering 
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flisperstition,  where  it  can  only  maintain  a  sickly  existence. 
Such  is  tlie  doctrinal  element  of  popery. 

And  equally  unacriptural  is  its  polity,  by  which  we  mean  its 
external  organization.  While  the  Saviour  teaches  that  his  king- 
dom is  nol  of  this  world,  the  object  of  popery  in  every  age  has 
been  to  make  it  so.  As  to  the  external  organization  of  the  Chuich, 
every  thing  in  the  New  Testament  is  perfectly  simple.  Not  a 
word  is  said  about  prelates,  patriarchs,  cardinals,  or  popes,  or 
about  the  duty  of  implicit  obedience  to  them.  There  is  a  govern- 
ment enjoined,  but  it  is  as  free  and  as  simple  as  one  can  well 
conceive,  while  popery  is  as  despotic  and  pompous  as  one  can  well 
imagine.  And  as  it  has  no  foundation  in  ihe  Scriptures,  the 
(juestion  arises,  whence  came  it  ?  This  question  is  easily 
answered. 

As  the  Church  advanced  in  age,  numbers,  and  wealth,  it 
gradually  lost  the  martyr  spirit  of  its  founders.  After  Constantine 
put  on  the  purple,  and  for  reasons  of  state  embraced  Christianity, 
its  corruptions  rapidly  increased.  The  Church  was  brought  into 
an  alliance  with  the  state,  an  alliance  which  has  always  worked 
mischief  to  both.  Its  government  was  modeled  after  the  imperial, 
into  great  prefectures,  of  which  Rome,  Alexandria,  Aniioch,  and 
Constantinople  were  the  chief,  while  a  sort  of  feudality  was  estab- 
lished, descending  from  patriarchs  to  metropolitans,  archbishops, 
bishops^  and  priests,  some  with  greater,  and  some  with  less 
power  and  dominion.  As  each  grasped  for  more  than  belonged  to 
him,  the  world  became  convulsed  wMth  their  feuds  and  their  wars, 
in  these  feuds,  Rome,  as  the  ancient  metropolis  of  the  world,  and 
as  the  city  where  the  martj^rs  shed  their  blood  like  water,  had 
greatly  the  advantage.  Its  bishop,  by  fraud  and  duplicity, 
obtained  the  pre-eminence  over  his  brethren.  The  state  courted 
the  influence  of  the  Church  to  assist  in  maintaining  its  auihority, 
and  the  Church  sought  the  influence  of  the  state  in  extending  its 
ghostly  dominion.  Each  jaelded  to  the  request  ol  the  other* 
The  Church  rapidly  extended,  and  the  ambition  of  priests  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  governing  it  nfier  the  model  of  the  state.  Rome 
must  be  the  centre  of  ecclesiastical  as  of  civil  power.  The  state 
had  its  Cassar,  the  Church  must  have  its  pope.  Csesar  had  hia 
senate,  the  pope  must  have  his  cardinals.  Cisesar  had  his  governors 
of  provinces,  the  pope  must  have  his  patriarchs  and  archbishops. 
The  governors  had  their  subordinates,  and  these  again  theirs, 
down  to  the  lowest  office  in  the  state  ;  the  patriarchs  and  arch- 
bishops had  their  subordinates,  and  these  again  theirs,  down  to 
the  very  lowest  oflice  in  the  Church.  As  in  the  state  all  civil 
power  emanated  from  CsBsar,  and  all  disputes  were  finally  refer- 
able to  him,  so  in  the  Church  the  pope  was  the  source  of  all 
authority,  and  the  final  judge  in  all  disputes.  Thus  the  Bishop  of 
Rome  became  the  Csesar  in  the  Church — metropt)litan8  and 
patriarchs  were  transmuted  into  proconsuls — bishops  into  magis- 
trates— the  nominally  Christian  Church  into  a  kingdom  of  this 
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world,  and  its  ministers  into  an  army  of  spiritual  janizaries, 
depending  for  their  authority  and  support  upon  the  pope,  and 
sworn  to  execute  his  inrallible  will.  Thus  *'the  wicked"  was 
fully  revealed.  The  Roman  empire  has  long  since  passed  away  ; 
ages  ago  lis  mangled  limbs  were  strewn  over  earih  and  ocean  ; 
but  in  the  ecclesiastical  organization  called  popery^  we  have 
the  living  model  of  that  form  o|  government  by  which  the  Caesars 
bound  the  nations  to  their  thrones,  and  by  which  they  were 
enabled  to  crush  at  the  extremes  of  the  world  every  effort  to 
break  the  yoke  of  servitude.  It  is  an  ecclesiastical  despotism, 
jashioned  with  great  exactness  after  the  civil  despotism  of  the 
Caesars.  Because  of  the  vitality  of  the  religious  element  which 
it  contains,  it  has  long  survived  its  model,  but  it  is  among  the 
things  that  must  go,  and  is  going,  the  way  of  all  the  earth. 

Such,  then,  is  the  system  of  doctrine,  and  such  is  the  polity, 
which,  when  united,  form  the  papacy,  or  the  Church  of  Rome. 
In  polity,  it  is  a  pure  despotism.  :  in  doctrine,  it  is  a  bad  carica- 
ture of  Christianity  ;  in  worship  it  is  far  more  heathen  than 
Christian.  The  growth  and  the  blending  of  these  two  systems 
were  the  slow  product  of  ages  ;  but,  when  completed,  the  sun 
which  had  risen  over  Judea  set  at  Rome,  and  the  nations  were  at 
the  mercy  of  its  universal  bishop. 

But  how  came  the  pope  a  temporal  prince  ?  Partly  by  donation?! 
from  sovereigns  in  whose  favour  they  exerted  their  ghostly 
power  ;  mostly  by  fraud,  of  which  the  Vatican  and  the  Lateran 
have  ever  been  the  arsenal  and  the  manufacture.  Who  has  not 
heard  of  the  Decretals  oi  Isidore  7  This  forged  and  false  legend 
narrates  that,  in  reward  for  his  healing  from  leprosy  and  his 
regeneration  by  baptism  by  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  Constantino 
resigned  to  Sylvester  and  his  successors  in  office  the  free  and 
perpetual  sovereignty  of  Rome,  Italy,  and  the  Western  provinces. 
Emperors,,  tings,  and  people  were  incapable  of  detecting  the 
fraud  which  subverted  their  rights  and  freedom,  and  the  forgery 
was  received  in  the  East  and  West  with  equal  reverence,  and  is 
Btill  enrolled  among  the  decrees  of  the  canon  law.  By  this  vile 
forgery  the  pope  was  made  at  once  the  successor  of  Peter  and  of 
Constantine,  and,  in  addition  to  his  spiritual  power,  was  invested 
with  the  purple  and  the  prerogative  of  the  Csesars.  This  base 
forgery,  proved  to  be  so  by  papal  writers,  is  ihe  tbundation  of  the 
temporal  power  of  the  pope.  And  while  popes  themselves  smile 
at  the  credulity  which  sanctioned  it,  they  yet  permit  a  false  and 
obsolete  title  to  sanctify  their  reign.  *'By  the  same  fortune  which 
has  attended  the  Decretals  and  the  Sibylline  oracles,  the  edifice 
has  subsisted  after  the  foundations  have  been  removed." 

At  this  juncture,  the  way  to  universal  dominion  was  wide  open 
to  the  pope.  The  deepest  ignorance  pervaded  the  masses  of  the 
people.  Deluded  by  legends,  and  false  miracles,  and  vile  impos- 
tures, they  were  grossly  superstitious.    With  few  exceptions,  the 


world  was  governed  by  weak  and  contending  princes,  who  fell  an 
easy  prey  to  the  wiles  of  cunning  ecclesiaetics.    Western  Europe 
was  parceled  out  among  archbishops  and  bishops,  who,  in  palaces, 
equipage,  and  power,  were  the  rivals  of  princes.     These  had 
their  parishes,  and  parishes  their  priests,  whose  influence  was 
every  where  felt  among  the  people.    Thus  ihe  power  of  the  pope 
was  every  where  felt,  and  became,  for  obvious  reasons,  the  con- 
trolling power.    The  old  Jewish  custom  of  anointing  kings  was 
revived,  and,  validily  to  rule,  they  must  be  instituted  by  the 
pope.    Hildebrand  arose  and  gained  the  vacant  chair  of  Saint 
reter.    The  opposition  hitherto  made  against  papal  usurpation 
yielded  before  his  amazing  energy  and  iron  will.    Powers  hitherto 
only  desired  and  sought  he  openly  declared  to  be  his  by  divine 
right.    He  asserted  his  power  to  be  supreme  in  the  Church  and 
in  the  state.    And  thenceforward,  according  to  the  canons,  as 
says  Southey,  **  the  pope  was  as  far  above  all  kings  as  the  sun  is 
greater  than  the  moon.'*     He  was  king  of  kings  and  lord  of 
lords,  though  he  subscribed  himself  the  servant  of  servants. 
The  immediate  and  sole  rule  of  the  world  belonged  to  him  by 
natural,  moral,  and  divine  right,  all  authority  depending  upon  hini. 
As  supreme  king,  he  might  impose  taxes  on  all  Christians,  and  it 
was  declared, -as  a  point  necessary  to  salvation,  that  every  human 
being  should  be  subject  to  him.     That  he  might  depose  kings 
was  averred  to  be  so  certain  a  doctrine,  that  it  could  only  be  de- 
nied by  a  madman,  or  through  the  instigation  of  the  devil.  The 
head  of  the  Church  was  vice-God,  and  men  were  commanded 
to  bow  at  his  name,  as  at  the  name  of  Christ.     The  proudest 
sovereigns  waited  on  him  like  menials,  led  his  horse  by  the  bridle, 
and  held  his  stirrup  when  he  alighted  ;  and  there  were  ambassadors 
who  prostrated  themselves  before  him,  saying,  "  O  thou  that 
takest  away  ihe  sins  of  the  world,  have  mercy  on  us."    And  here 
we  reach  the  very  culminating  point  of  popery,  when  kings  were 
its  vassals — when  crowns  were  its  playthings — when  kingdoms 
were  its  gifts — when  its  enemies  were  all  subdued — when  its  word 
was  law  in  the  State  and  in  the  Church,  from  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  to  -the  North  Cape,  and  from  the  interior  of  Hungary 
to  the  western  shores  of  Ireland. 

And  has  this  power,  of  such  monstrous  usurpation  and  pretension, 
had  no  decline  1  This  question  we  can  best  answer  by  a  brief 
comparison  of  the  present  with  the  former  state  of  some  of  those 
nations  over  which  its  authority  was  once  supreme.  We  begin 
with  good  old  England. 

We  select  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century,  when  John 
was  king  in  England,  and  when  Innocent  HI.  was  pope.  The 
question  of  investiture  was  not  yet  fully  settled,  and  the  see  of 
Canterbury  becoming  vacant,  the  king  and  the  pope  had  each  his 
candidate.  The  election  devolved  on  a  few  weak  monks,  and 
Innocent  ordered  them,  on  the  pains  and  penalties  of  excommuni- 
cation, to  elect  his  man.    They  remonstrated,  but  finally  obeyed. 
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And  the  pope,  sensible  of  his  flagrant  usurpation,  sought  to  soothe 
the  inflamed  spirit  of  the  king  by  a  present  of  four  gold  rings, 
whose  value  he  desired  to  enhance  by  informing  him  of  the 
mysteries  concealed  in  them.  But  the  insulted  monarch  would 
not  be  so  cajoled,  and  he  opposed  the  election/of  Langton  with 
great  violence.  The  pope  exhoried  him  not  to  oppose  God  and 
the  Church,  and  threatened  the  interdict,  his  great  instrument  of 
policy  and  vengeance  during  the  Middle  Ages.  John  persisted, 
and  the  awful  interdict  was  declared.  And  suddenly  the  nation 
was  deprived  of  all  the  exterior  exercises  of  religion — the  altars 
were  deprived  of  their  ornaments — the  crosses  and  statues  of  the 
saints  were  laid  on.  the  ground — the  priests  covered  them,  lest  the 
polluted  air  should  injure  them — the  bells  ceased  to  ring,  and  were 
taken  from  the  steeples  and  laid  on  the  ground — no  rites  were 
administered,  save  baptism  to  infants  and  the  wafer  to  the  dying 
— grave-yards  were  closed,  and  the  dead  were  thrown  into 
ditches,  or  buried  in  the  open  field — the  rites  of  marriage  were 
performed  only  in  grave-yards — meat  was  prohibited — the  people 
were  forbidden  to  shave,  or  to  salute  each  other  in  the  street. 
The  execution  of  the  interdict  was  so  ordered  as  in  the  highest 
degree  to  strike  the  senses,  and  to  operate  with  force  on  n 
superstitious  people.  Such  was  the  awe  with  which  this 
interdict  filled  the  nation,  that  it  seemed  to  the.  people  as  if  the 
sun,  moon,  and  stars  had  withdrawn  a  great  portion  of  their  light, 
and  as  if  the  very  air  was  stagnating  around  them  ! 

But  king  John  braved  the  interdict,  and  retaliated  upon  the 
bishops  and  priests.  And  next  came  thundering  from  the  Vatican 
the  sentence  of  excommunication.  Then,  then,  the  monarch 
began  to  feel  the  misery  of  his  state.  No  civil  or  military  ofljcer 
could  serve  under  an  excommunicated  king,  and  he  was  left 
without  support.  But  yet  he  struggled  on.  Next  came  the  bull 
absolving  his  subjects  from  their  obedience,  and  excommunicating 
all  that  should  hold  any  commerce  with  him  in  public  or  private. 
Although  this  filled  his  cup  ol  sorrow,  yet  he  resolved  to  struggle 
on,  but  finally  yielded  on  the  threat  of  deposition,  and  passed  a 
charter,  in  which  he  resigned  England  and  Ireland  to  God,  Saint 
Peter,  and  the  Pope. 

Comparing  England  then  with  England  now,  when,  for  a 
comparatively  harmless  exercise  of  authority,  the  pope  is  burned 
in  effigy,  and  is  everywhere  denounced  as  a  contemptible  and 
doting  tyrant,  and  when  its  noble  prime  minister  scoffingly 
scouts  his  impertinent  interference,  we  ask,  is  there  no  decline  in 
popery  ?  The  empire  which  John  gave  to  Innocent  has  been 
rescued  from  his  successors,  and  is  the  open  and  noblest 
antagonist  of  the  Vatican  in  the  earth.  Although  in  her 
established  Church  there  is  an  admixture  of  the  popish  with 
the  Protestant  element,  yet  England  is  profoundly  and  piously 
Protestant. 
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We  now  turn  to  France,  beautiful,  chivalrlc,  and  versatile,  and 
select  the  period  when  Raymond  was  Earl  of  Toulouse,  A 
dispute  arose  between  him  and  ihe  pope,  out  of  the  persecutions 
instituted  by  Rome  against  the  AJbigenses.  He  was  refractory, 
and  was  excomriiunicaied.  The  legate  of  the  pope  succeeded  in 
raising  an  army  against  him,  through  the  fear  of  which,  and  the 
desertion  of  his  own  people,  he  was  led  to  purchase  absolution  on 
the  most  humiliating  conditions.  He  delivered  up  his  castles, 
divested  himself  of  his  sovereignty,  and  suffered  himself  to  be 
taken  to  the  church  of  St.  Gilles  with  bare  back,  and  a  rope  about 
his  neck,  and  submitted  to  be  scourged  around  the  altar  I 

And  what  must  be  our  conclusion,  comparing  France  then  and 
nowj  as  to  the  power  of  popery  ?  Between  that  time  and  this, 
other  thunders  of  excommunication  have  rolled  over  the  Alps, 
and  have  fallen  upon  this  kingdom.  Within  our  own  day  one 
was  fulminated  against  Napoleon,  but  its  sounds  died  away  in  the 
air,  and  the  Corsican  sent  his  holiness  to  prison  for  his  impertin- 
ence. And  now,  while  nominally  papal,  it  is  really  infidel,  and 
Voltaire  and  Sue  more  than  divide  the  empire  with  Pio  Nono. 
And  it  is  not  love  for  the  pope,  nor  veneration  for  popery,  but  a 
dread  of  Austrian  encroachments,  that  has  induced  republican 
soldiers  to  unsheathe  their  swords  for  the  protection  of  the  tyrant 
of  the  Vatican.    And  again  we  ask,  is  there  no  decline  in  Popery? 

Shall  we  next  advert  to  Germany,  the  cradle  of  so  much  that  is 
glorious  in  the  history  of  man  ?  We  select  the  period  when 
Henry  was  emperor  and  Gregory  VH.  was  pope.  Henry  refused 
to  surrender  the  ancient  right  of  investiture,  and  he  was  insolently 
ordered  to  Rome  to  answer  for  his  crimes.  He  returned  insult 
for  insult ;  and,  in  a  fit  of  vindictive  phrensy,  Hildebrand 
thundred  his  anathemas  at  the  head  of  the  prince,  excommunicated 
him,  deposed  him  from  the  throne  of  his  ancestors,  and  dissolved 
the  oath  of  allegiance  of  his  subjects.  He  was,  inconsequence, 
deserted  by  his  princes  and  people  ;  and,  advised  by  his  friends, 
he  went  to  Rome  to  sue  for  mercy.  He  crossed  the  Alps  amid 
the  rigors  of  winter,  and  reached  Canusium,  where  the  sanctimo- 
nious pontiff  resided  with  Matilda,  the  most  tender  and  loving  of 
all  the  daughters  of  the  Church.  The  emperor  was  admitted, 
without  his  guards,  into  an  outer  court  of  the  castle,  where  he 
stood  for  three  successive  days  in  the  open  air,  with  bare  feet,  and 
head  uncovered,  and  with  only  a  wretched  piece  of  woolen  cloth 
thrown  around  him  to  cover  his  nakedness.  He  was  admitted  on 
the  fourth  day  into  the  presence  of  his  holiness,  who,  with  great 
reluctance,  gave  him  absolution. 

Here  we  have,  in  picture,  before  us  the  supremacy  which  popery 
once  wielded  in  Germany  ;  but  how  is  it  now  ?  Great  events 
have  occurred  in  Germany  since.  There  Luther  found  and  read 
the  Bible.  The  art  of  printing  was  there  discovered.  The  claims 
and  doctrines  of  popery  have  there  been  discussed  by  great  and 
earnest  minds.    There  the  battles  of  the  Reformation  were  fought  j 
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and  the  Thirty  Years'  War  whitened  and  fattened  all  its  fields 
with  the  hones  and  blood  of  the  slain.  And  from  these  wars 
Germany  came  forth  free  and  independent.  And  at  the  present 
hour  (save  dotard  Austria,  whose  recent  Hungarian  barbarity 
should  cast  it  beyond  the  pale  of  civilized  nations)  Germany  is 
Protestant.  When  Celestine  had  completed  the  ceremony  of 
coronating  the  son  of  Barbarossa,  in  Saint  Peter's  as  emperor  of 
Germany,  he  raised  his  foot  and  kicked  off  the  crown  which  he 
had  placed  on  his  head,  to  show  that  he  had  the  power  of  taking 
away  as  well  as  of  conferring  imperial  dignity.  Such  an 
indignity  in  our  day  would  induce  even  priest-ridden,  benighted 
Austria  to  send  down  her  butcher  fJaynau  to  hang  up  Pio  Nono 
as  a  sacrifice  to  her  vengeance.  Nor  would  all  Italy  furnish  a 
brewer  to  beard  him  for  so  doing.  And  again  we  ask,  is  there  no 
decline  in  popery  1 

Shall  we  next  advert  to  Ireland,  greenest  isle  of  the  ocean, 
where  a  double  despotism,  political  and  religious,  pressing  upon 
its  people,  for  centuries,  has  been  unable  to  cool  the  ardor  of  their 
hearts,  or  to  quench  the  brightness  of  their  intellect  ?  It  remained 
in  the  quiet  and  peaceful  enjoyment  of  its  religion,  although  often 
convulsed  by  internal  discord,  after  its  conversion  to  Christianity, 
until  the  reign  of  Henry  II.  of  England.  Adrian,  an  Englishman, 
was  then  pope;  and,  to  gain  political  ends,  he  gave  Ireland  over 
into  the  hands  of  Henry,  and  annexed  it,  by  public  decree,  to 
England.  This  decree  was  subsequently  ratified  by  Pope 
Alexander,  on  two  conditions:  first,  that  Henry  should  "convert 
the  bestial  men  over  to  the  faith  and  second,  that  he  should 
pay  the  tax  of  a  penny  for  each  hearth  in  the  kingdom  to  the 
Holy  See,  and  collect  it  from  the  people.  This  was  the  Peter's 
Pence,"  so  called  from  the  fact  that  it  was  collected  on  the  festival 
of  Saint  Peter.  Here  is  the  springhead  of  all  Irieland's  woes, 
Henry,  in  obedience  to  the  pope's  decree,  invaded  Ireland  as  his 
bloody  missionary  ;  bound  her  in  papal  chains,  and  laid  her  at 
the  foot  of  the  English  throne  ;  and  there  she  has  lain  until  this 
day,  bleeding  and  groaning  in  her  misery,  and  all  through  the 
arrogance,  and  perfidy,  and  policy  of  the  pope  I 

Her  people  fell  soon  an  easy  prey  to  the  seductions  of  Rome. 
Ignorant  and  superstitious,  they  were  led  easily  to  adopt  a  faith 
which  in  its  riles  bore  so  near  a  resemblance  to  those  of  their 
ancient  Druidism.  When  Henry  VHI,  sought  to  introduce  his 
reformation  into  Ireland,  he  was  vigorously  opposed  by  the  clergy 
and  the  people,  who  insisted  that  **the  Holy  Island"  belonged 
only  to  the  pope  ;  and  the  Vatican  thundered  its  anathemas 
against  all  who  should  obey  their  sovereign,  or  who  should  fail 
to  defend  the  supremacy  of  the  pope  in  things  temporal  as  well  as 
spiritual.  And,  subsequently,  encouraged  by  Charles  and  hi^ 
popish  queen,  and  their  superior  priests,  that  awful  massacre  of 
Ihe  Protestants  was  perpetrated  by  the  papists,  the  narrative  of 
which,  even  at  this  remote  period,  can  not  be  read  without  a  chill 
of  horror. 
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And  what  is  the  state  even  of  Ireland  now  ?  To  be  sure  its 
masses  ore  the  adherents  of  popery  ;  and  that  the  pope  and  his 
priests  should  permit  those  masses  for  nearly  ten  centuries  to 
remain  in  bestial"  ignorance,  the  victims  of  the  most  gross 
deceptions,  forms  an  argument  against  the  system  which  all  can 
see  and  feel.  But  the  mind  of  Ireland  is  Protestant.  Its  industry, 
its  commercial  enterprise,  its  literature,  is  Protestant.  The  people 
are  refusing  any  longer  to  be  driven  as  sheep  before  the  priests. 
Protestantism,  long  neglectful  of  its  mission  to  that  people,  has 
entered  upon  its  work.  lis  benign  influence  has  already  reached 
even  the  wilds  of  Conemara.  The  pope  is  alarmed,  and  he  has 
sent  his  rescript  ag'ninst  the  Queen's  College.  The  bishops  are 
alarmed,  and  hente  their  recent  synod  at  Thurles.  Feeling  that 
Ireland  needs,  at  this  crisis,  a  stronger  guardian  saint  than  is  he 
under  whose  patronage  it  has  reposed  for  ages,  the  sages  of 
Thurles  have  absolutely  deposed  good  old  Saint  Patrick,  and  have 
elected  the  Virgin  Mary  in  his  place.  And  again  we  ask,  is 
there  no  decUne  in  popery  ? 

But  we  will  pass  over  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  as  to  which 
statements  similar  to  these  could  be  made,  briefly  to  consider  the 
state  of  Italy  itself.  There,  for  twelve  centuries,  popery  has  been 
in  power.  There  is  the  fabled  chair  of  Saint  Peter  ;  there  is  the 
centre  of  iinity  ;  there  is  the  person  and  court  of  the  pope  ;  there 
the  people  have  been  cloyed  and  stupefied  for  ages  with  priestly 
processions  and  splendid  masses — with  feasts  and  fasts — with  holy 
days  and  carnivals  ;  there  the  Muses  have  been  bribed  to  lend 
their  aid  to  priestly  devices  ;  and  sculpture  and  paiwting  have 
lavished  their  magic  power  to  give  such  life,  and  beauty,  and 
brilliancy  to  the  creations  of  superstition,  as  to  ravish  and  carry 
captive  the  senses.  And  while  the  Italian  neck  has  often  felt  the 
galling  of  the  papal  yoke,  and  the  Italian  people  often  manifested 
that  it  was  difficult  to  bear  it,  yet,  of  all  the  countries  upon  the 
earth,  there  popery  has  been  the  most  securely  intrenched.  It 
has  had  the  moulding  of  the  mind  and  the  conscience  of  the 
people,  and  of  every  institution  of  the  country,  and  without  let 
or  hinderance.  Surely  here,  if  any  where,  we  should  find  the 
evidences  of  strong  life,  and  the  pulsations  of  a  strong  and  living 
heart.  But  what  are  the  facts  in  the  case  ?  Take  away  the 
priests  and  their  dependents,  and  there  is  not  a  city  in  E«rope 
where  the  pope  and  his  minions  are  more  sincerely  contemned. 
But  a  few  brief  months  ago,  under  the  pretence  of  retiring  for 
devotion,  he  withdrew  from  his  friends,  changed  his  garments  for 
those  of  a  servant,  end  after  putting  a  lady  into  the  carriage, 
ascended  to  the  box  of  the  coachman,  and  thus  fled  from  Rome  to 
Gaeta.  And  why  1  Hi?  papal  subjects  would  have  reformation 
in  the  State  and  in  the  Church.  And  did  they  invite  back  the 
father  of  the  faithful  ?  Far  otherwise.  Feeling  like  singing  a  Te 
Deum  for  their  blessed  deliverance,  they  organized  a  free  govern- 
ment ;  and  that  government  was  only  yielded,  and  the  pope  was 
only  permitted  to  return,  at  the  mouth  of  French  cannon  and  at 
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the  point  of  the  biyonet  of  a  French  soldiery.  And  Pius  IX.  and 
his  cardinals  are  only  protected  from  expulsion,  and  perhaps  from 
death,  by  the  jealousy  of  other  nations,  who,  fearing  the  influence 
of  a  Roman  republic  on  the  surrounding  kingdoms,  and  knowing 
that  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe  would  be  greatly  changed  if 
any  of  the  great  powers  should  gain  possession  of  the  Peninsula, 
hate  wickedly  resolved  to  compel  the  old  Romans  to  submit  to 
the  government  of  the  triple  crowd.  If,  at  this  hour,  the  Italian 
people  could  freely  express  themselves,  we  fearlessly  assert  thai 
the  majority  of  them  would  triumphantly  declare  themselves  against 
popery.  They  have  even  done  it  as  it  is.  And  why  not  1  What 
have  they  ever  received  from  it  but  degradation?.  When  the 
traveller  in  search  of  the  fields  and  scenes  rendered  classic  by  the 
muse  of  history  finds  a  man  and  a  mule  yoked  together  in  the 
same  harness,  and  driven  by  the  same  goad,  then  he  knows  for  a 
certainty  that  he  has  entered  the  States  of  the  Church  !  And 
what  can  popery  or  its  priests  expect  but  indignant  rejection  at 
the  hands  of  a  noble  people  that  they  have  so  deeply  degraded  ? 

If  additional  proof  is  needed  of  the  decline  of  this  spiritual 
power,  we  would  point  to  the  present  state  of  papal  countries. 
Spain  and  Portugal  are  claimed  as  papal  countries,  but  to  what 
extent  are  they  so  ?  There  is  an  external  submission  to  the  claims 
of  popery,  but  the  masses  of  the  people  are  nearer  a  savage  than  a 
civilized  state,  and  are  at  least  as  much  Pagan  as  Christian.  The 
same  may  be  said  of  the  states  of  South  America,  and  of  every 
etate  within  the  bounds  of  nominal  Christendom  from  which  the 
Protestant  element  has  been  excluded.  The  picture  of  one  is  the 
picture  of  all.  There  is  no  Bible  among  the  people — no  instruction 
on  the  Sabbath — no  preaching  of  the  Gospel — no  schools  for  the 
lower  classes — no  keeping  holy  of  the  seventh  day.  The  mumbling 
of  masses — the  parading  of  the  host — the  ringing  of  convent  bells, 
and  the  flitting  about  of  lazy  and  vicious  monks  and  friars, 
multitudes  of  whom  have  fled,  like  Joab,  to  the  altar  from  the 
pursuit  of  justice,  and  who,  under  a  cowl  and  a  cassock,  are 
iwo-fold  more  the  children  of  sin  than  they  were  before — these, 
these  are  the  only  means  of  instruction,  in  the  things  of  God, 
enjoyed  by  the  people.  And  the  upper  third  of  the  entire 
population  think  no  more  of  going  to  the  confessional  or  to  a 
inass*house  than  you  or  I  think  of  repeating  the  absurd  **Litany 
of  our  Lady  of  Loretto,"  so  piously  recommended  to  the  faithful 
by  our  friend  of  Saint  Patrick's.  And  the  piety  of  the  priesthood 
in  these  countries  is  about  on  a  par  with  that  of  the  sanguinary 
pope,  who,  when  he  ordered  some  of  his  refractory  bishops  and 
Bubjects  to  the  torture,  walked,  bare-headed,  reading  his  missal, 
within  hearing  of  their  dying  groans.  In  no  portion  of  the  earth 
is  popery  so  low,  so  declining,  so  utterly  destitute  of  vitality  as  in 
those  countries  where  the  people  know  no  other  form  of  religion. 
There  it  is  as  dry,  fruitless,  and  withered,  as  is  a  forest  through 
which  the  winds  ot  twenty  winters,  unseparated  by  a  solitary 
spring  or  summer,  have  whistled  ;  or,  to  change  the  figure,  ia 
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those  countries  it  is  like  unto  a  bladder  once  blown  to  its  full 
extension,  but  now  dry,  beyond  the  power  of  holy  oil  or  water  to 
soften,  and  rent  beyond  the  power  of  priests  to  patch  up,  and 
utterly  incapable  of  a  new  inflation.  Ignorance  and  superstition 
are  its  only  supports,  and  it  will  as  certainly  fall  before  the 
advances  of  light  and  truth  as  did  Dagon  before  the  ark  of  God. 

But  is  there  no  life  at  all  in  the  system  ?  There  is.  Where, 
then,  is  it  to  be  found  ?  Not  within  the  ancient  metropolis  of  the 
world,  whose  fallen  columns,  decayingarches,  and  tottering  walls, 
are  but  the  types  of  popery  throughout  the  earth — not  in  stupid 
Austria,  nor  in  mocking  France,  nor  in  debauched  Spain,  nor  in 
the  feeble,  conflicting,  and  semi-savage  states  of  our  southern 
hemisphere;  but  amid  Protestant  institutions,  where  an  open  Bible, 
a  free  press,  freedom  of  discussion,  an  intelligent  Christian 
ministry,  and  the  general  prevalence  of  knowledge,  compel  its 
priests  to  cultivate  external  decency,  to  preach  to  the  people,  and 
to  defend  it  as  best  they  can.  Hence,  while  in  purely  papal 
countries  the  superstition  has  reached  the  years  of  its  dotage,  and 
is  labouring  under  the  multiplied  infirmities  that  attend  the  close 
of  a  dissolute  life,  there  is  a  reviving  of  its  ancient  spirit  of 
adveniiire  and  bold  imposture  in  Britain  and  the  United  States. 
The  starving  papal  Irish  are  pouring  into  England,  and,  to  keep 
them  together,  a  cardinal  and  a  new  batch  of  bishops  was  deemed 
necessary.  The  papal  nations  of  Europe  are  pouring  in  their 
surplus  population  on  us  in  torrents,  and,  to  prevent  their  uniting 
with  our  people,  as  do  the  rivers  with  the  ocean,  bishops  and 
archbishops  are  multiplied  Bui  all  will  not  do.  True,  a  few 
dreamy  Pnseyites,  who  sigh  after  the  return  of  a  theocracy  and  of 
a  visible  unity,  and  who  judge  of  religion  as  many  silly  ppople  do 
of  men,  by  the  clothes  which  they  wear  and  their  pretensions, 
have  gone  to  Rome.  Some  of  them,  like  Father  Ignatius,  should 
have  gone  to  an  asylum.  And  this  is  made  the  occasion  of  feeble 
and  fallacious  harangues  on  the  decline  of  Protestantism.  But  all 
this  is  simply  the  whistling  of  timid  boys  when  passing  a  grave 
yard  of  a  dark  night.  The  object  is  to  cheer  up  their  drooping 
spirits,  and  to  prevent,  by  raising  false  issues,  the  enlightening, 
elevating,  converting,  and  assimilating  influence  of  Protestantism 
on  the  mosses  of  the  faithful.  Where  one  returns  to  Rome,  there 
are  one  hundred  that  desert  it. 

Such  being  the  evidence  of  the  decline  of  popery  in  all  the  earth, 
we  have  but  a  few  words  to  say  as  to  its  causes. 

One  of  these  causes  is  the  circulation  of  the  Bible.  Some  how 
or  other  it  ha?  become  an  article  of  the  popular  taith,  that  the  will 
of  God,  as  revealed  in  the  Bible,  is  the  foundation  of  all  true 
religion.  What  the  Bible  teaches  is  true  ;  what  it  does  not  teach 
ia  a  doctrine  of  men,  and  obedience  to  it  is  will  worship.  And  to 
teach  contrary  to  the  Bible  is  to  rob  God  of  his  authority  as 
legislator,  and  usually  ends  in  robbing  man  of  the  privileges 
secured  to  him  by  the  true  religion.    Hence  the  importance  of  the 
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circulation  of  the  Bible,  that  all  may  know  whether  they  are 
taught  the  true  religion,  or  whether  they  are  imposed  upon  by 
old  wives'  fables. 

How  strange  and  strong  the  impressions  made  upon  the  mind  of 
an  intelligent  papist  by  a  careful  reading  of  the  Bible  !  As  he 
turns  from  page  to  page,  he  is  amazed  that  he  should  have  been  so 
duped  as  to  receive  as  the  religion  of  God  the  teachings  of  popery. 
With  his  Bible  open  in  his  hand,  he  goes  to  a  priest  with  questions 
Buch  as  these  :  Your  reverence,  does  the  Church  teach  the  celibacy 
of  the  clergy,  and  anathematize  all  who  do  not  receive  it  as  a  true 
and  wholesome  doctrine'?  Certainly,  is  the  reply.  Tell  me, 
then,  what  does  this  mean  :  Peter's  wife's  mother  laid,  and 
Bick  of  a  fever?"  And  what  do  these  passages  mean:  A 
bishop  must  be  the  husband  of  one  wife,  having  his  children  in 
subjection;"  let  the  deacons  be  the  husbands  of  one  wife?'* 
If  Pope  Peter  had  a  wife,  why  should  not  Pio  Nono  ?  If  bishops 
and  deacons  are  commanded  to  have  wives,  why  would  it  be 
wrong  in  your  reverence  to  have  one  ?    And  what  can  he  say  1 

Again  he  asks,  Does  the  Church  teach  the  doctrine  of  confes* 
eion  of  the  people  to  the  Priest  1  Certainly,  is  the  reply. 
Tell  me,  then,  what  does  this  passage  meant  **  Confess  your 
faults  one  to  another  I  have  ofien  confessed  to  you;  come, 
kneel  down,  and  confess  to  me.    And  what  can  he  say  1 

And  these  we  give  as  specimens  of  the  way  in  which  the  read- 
ing of  the  Bible  leads  men  every  where  to  the  rejection  of  all  that 
is  peculiar  to  popery,  and  leads  them  over  to  the  broad  and  elevat- 
ed platform  of  Protestantism.  And  do  you  wonder  that  popery  is 
declining  in  all  the  earth  when  you  remember  that  the  Bible  is 
now  translated  into  upward  of  two  hundred  languages  and  dia- 
lects, and  is  circulated  among  all  people  ?  And  do  you  wonder 
at  the  opposition  of  popish  priests  to  the  Bible  ?  They  know  that 
it  exposes  their  fraud  ;  and  while  they  smile  at  the  circulation  of 
the  works  of  Voltaire,  and  Rousseau,  and  Tom  Paine,  they  fol? 
low  the  Bible  colporteur,  and  make  a  bonfire  of  the  books  which 
he  scatters.  An  illustration  of  all  this  we  find  in  the  recent 
popular  movement  at  Rome.  When  the  pope  fled  the  city,  the 
Bible  entered  it,  and  was  circulated  by  thousands  ;  when  the  pope 
returned  the  Bible  had  to  flee,  and  those  who  put  it  into  circula- 
tion were  punished  wiih  a  deeper  severity  than  were  those  who 
manned  the  v  ails,  and  nobly  faced  the  allied  forces  collected  by 
the  father  of  the  faithful  for  the  murder  of  his  children.  But  all 
■  efforts  to  arrest  its  circulation  are  in  vain;  as  well  might  they 
attempt  to  arrest  the  sun  in  the  career  of  its  glorious  way.  And 
08  surely  as  light  ie  the  death  of  darkness,  will  the  circulation  of 
the  Bible  be  the  death  of  popery. 

Another  of  these  causes  ia  the  increasing  intelligence  of  the 
race.  Ignorance  is  the  soil  where  the  principles  of  popery  obtain 
their  moat  magnificent  growth.    This  may  be  seen  by  t  glance  at 
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tire  moral  map  of  the  world.    The  more  intense  the  ignorance, 

the  more  intense  the  popery  ;  and  intense  popery  will  soon  pro- 
duce intense  ignorance.  For  illustration,  we  point  you  to  Spain, 
Portugal,  Italy,  Mexico,  and  to  poor,  unhappy  Ireland.  And 
before  the  increasing  intelligence  of  the  masses,  popery  retires  as 
do  the  mists  of  the  morning  before  the  rising  sun.  We  are  willing 
to  make  great  allowance  for  the  influence  of  early  training  ;  but 
no  man  must  ask  us  to  believe  that  any  intelligent  mind  can  be- 
lieve in  the  absurdities  of  popery.  Hence,  when  relieved,  in  this 
country,  from  the  external  pressure  of  priestly  intolerance,  the 
bettar  informed  even  of  the  Irish  peasantry  smile  when  told  that 
the  pope  cannot  err  ;  that  his  power  is  supreme  in  the  church  ; 
that  the  efficacy  of  a  sacrament  depends  upon  the  intention  of  the 
administrator  ;  that  the  priest  can  grant  an  absolute  and  judicial 
absolution  from  sin ;  that  he  can  convert  a  little  flour  wafer  into 
God,  and  then  eat  him ;  and  that  all  but  papists  are  excluded  from 
heaven.  They  are  aware  that  their  Church  tenches  something 
upon  these  subjects  that  they  do  not  fully  understand,  and  which 
Protestants  reject  ;  but  the  more  correct  your  version  of  them, 
the  more  convinced  are  they  that  you  are  making  fun  of  their  re- 
ligion ;  and  when  convinced  that  such,  in  truth,  are  the  doctrines 
of  their  church,  they  desert  it.  And  it  is  in  this  way  that  thous- 
ands in  this  and  other  lands  are  now  deserting  it.  When  the 
primer,  and  the  spelling-book,  and  the  Bible  have  found  their  way 
into  all  the  earth,  the  days  of  popery  will  be  at  an  end.  And 
hence  the  opposition  of  the  Vatican  to  all  schemes  for  educating 
the  masses. 

Another  of  these  causes  we  find  in  the  fooleries  of  popery.  Let 
it  not  be  for  a  moment  believed  that  the  ridiculous  and  absurd 
legends  of  the  Middle  Ages,  forged  by  monks  for  the  edification 
of  the  faithful,  are  repudiated  by  the  papists  of  our  day.  They  are 
reproduced  and  circulated  in  papal  countries  for  the  benefit  of  de- 
vout minds.  Have  we  not  in  our  own  day  legends  as  absurd  as 
the  miracles  wrought  at  the  tomb  of  Becket — as  the  fountains 
opened  by  Augustin — as  St.  Patrick  turning  old  Rius  into  a 
blooming  youth,  and  setting  ice  on  fire — as  Saint  Mocha  restoring 
to  life  some  stags  after  the  flesh  was  picked  from  their  bones,  and 
•ending  them  into  the  woods — as  St.  Goar  hanging  his  cape  on  a 
sunbeam — as  St.  Fechin  causing  the  sun  to  stand  still— as  the 
crows  making  an  apology  to  St.  Cuthbert  for  carrying  away  some 
of  the  thatch  of  his  house,  and  bringing  him  some  pork  as  a 
peace  offering — as  St.  Berach  causing  willow  trees  to  bear  apples 
— as  St.  Cuana  passing  over  a  lake  on  a  flag  stane  ?  Do  any  of 
these  lying  wonders  surpass  in  absurdity  the  yearly  liquefaction  of 
the  blood  of  St.  Januarius  at  Naples  ;  or  the  holy  robe  of  Treves  ; 
or  the  winking  Madonna  of  Rimini  1  When  men  commence 
thinking,  they  can  not  and  will  not  stand  these  absurdities. — 
Their  indignation  will  he  as  high  as  the  impositions  to  which  they 
were  subjected  were  base  ;  and  they  will  cait  off  with  scorn  their 
priestly  deceivers,  and  they  will  tread  beneath  their  feet  the  dog- 
ma! and  the  emblems  of  asupersitition  as  gross  as  any  that  God 
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has  ever  permitted  to  live.  See  the  effect  already  of  the  holy  robe 
of  Treves!  It  has  led,  and  is  yet  leading  men  by  thousands  to 
desert  popery.  And  such,  also,  must  be  ihe  effect  of  the  hoax  at 
Rimini.  Burning  indignation  is  very  apt  to  succeed  the  discovery 
of  gross  deception.  Hence  we  wonder  not  when,  on  the  flight 
of  the  pope,  the  populace  went  into  the  Roman  churches,  and 
brought  out  their  confessionals,  and  crosses,  and  crucifixes,  and 
piled  them  up  in  the  street  for  a  bonfire.  And  papal  priests 
throughout  the  earth  should  read  in  this  event  the  foreshadowing 
of  their  doom.  As  long  as  they  can  keep  the  nations  in  intellec- 
tual childhoood,  they  may  amuse  them  with  bawbles,  ar.d  cause 
them  to  understand,  speak  and  act  as  children;  but  so  certainly 
as  they  rise  to  manhood,  they  will  put  away  childish  things. 

Another  of  these  causes  is  the  despotism  of  popery.  The  Earl 
of  Shaftesbury  was  among  the  most  philosophic  and  far-seeing 
statesmen  of  his  day.  He  often  gave  utterance  to  the  following 
pregnant  sentence  :  "  Popery  and  slavery,  like  two  sisters,  go 
hand  in  hand.  Sometimes  the  one  goes  first,  and  sometimes  the 
other;  but  when  popery  enters  slavery  will  soon  follow."  And 
the  truth  of  this  is  abundantly  illustrated  in  the  history  of  the  na- 
tions. The  people  it  makes  slaves  to  the  king,  and  the  king  a 
slave  to  the  church.  It  has  sometimea  taken  sides  with  the  people 
against  their  rulers,  but  then  it  was  to  subdue  the  rulers  to  its 
yoke  ;  and  when  it  has  taken  sides  with  rulers  against  the  people, 
it  was  because  the  people  commenced  panting  after  the  possession 
of  their  natural  rights.  But,  whether  it  sided  with  princes  or 
with  people,  it  has  ever  had  but  one  object  in  view,  the  putting  of 
its  yoke  on  the  neck  of  both. 

By  the  very  nature  of  its  constitution  and  claims,  popery  ia 
adverse  to  free  institutions,  and,  in  proof,  we  appeal  to  the 
history  of  the  world  and  to  its  history.  Where  on  earth  has  it 
ever  been  ascendant,  without  throwing  its  folds  around  civil 
institutions,  and  crushing  them  as  the  fabled  serpents  from  the 
ocean  crushed  the  sons  of  Laocoon  ?  And  who  has  ever  resisted 
its  encroachments  without  sharing  the  fate  of  the  priest  of  Apollo  ? 
Question  the  nations  of  the  earth  as  to  this  matter.  Ask 
Portugal,  the  country  of  Dionysjus,  of  John  II.,  and  of  De 
Gama,  what  has  made  her  what  she  is,  and  she  will  point  to 
her  swarming  priests,  lo  her  mendicant  orders,  to  their  grasping 
avarice  and  minute  exactions — to  that  all  pervading  papal  influ- 
ence which  crushes  every  thing  on  which  it  falls.  Ask  Spain 
what  has  extinguished  her  spirit  of  chivalry,  degraded  her  mind, 
paralyzed  her  power,  and  reduced  her  from  her  once  proud 
eminence  to  a  state  so  low  that  there  is  none  to  do  her  reverence, 
and  the  Ebro  will  cry  to  the  Guadalquivir,  and  the  Straits  of 
Gibraltar  to  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  popery.  Ask  bleeding  Ireland 
what  has  converted  its  noble  people  into  beggars,  and  sown  its 
fertile  fields  with  salt,  and  keeps  her  swarming  millions  in 
Egyptian  darkness,  and  it  will  return  ihe  same  answer,  popery. 
Why  are  Mexico  and  South  America,  with  the  glorious  example 
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of  our  Republic  before  tbem  wbat  they  are  ?  Every  time  the 
Genius  of  Liberty  seized  his  trumpet  to  call  up  the  people  to  the 
assertion  of  their  rights,  popery  has  wrung  it  from  his  grasp. 
The  mah'gn  influence  of  popery  upon  civil  institutions  is  its  direct 
and  necessary  influence.  When  it  acts  out  its  heart,  it  has  but 
one  way  of  acting,  and  that  is  in  the  direct  line  of  despotism. 

That  this  is  so,  is  plain  from  events  but  of  yesterday,  and  from 
others  that  are  now  transpiring.  When  the  Romans  asked  a 
constitutional  government  from  the  Pope,  he  refused  it.  When 
he  fled,  they  established  a  republic.  And  the  old  tyrant  invited 
the  allied  armies  of  France,  Austria,  and  Spain  to  abolish  the 
republic,  to  quell  the  spirit  of  freedom,  and  to  restore  him  to  his 
throne  and  his  triple  crown.  And  Ibr  conduct  far  less  base  than 
that  of  Pio  Nono,  the  Congress  of  1776  declared  the  King  of 
England  to  be  a  **prince  whose  character  was  marked  by  every 
act  which  may  define  a  tyrant."  And  while  the  papists  of  our 
own  land  were  singing  their  hosannas  to  democracy,  and  were 
raising  money  to  assist  the  Irish  in  their  resistance  to  British 
rule,  yet,  from  the  archbishop  down  to  the  most  ignorant 
thumber  of  beads  before  the  pictures  of  the  saints,  they  denoun- 
ced the  citizens  of  Rome  for  declaring  themselves  free,  for  de- 
throning the  most  arbitrary  despot  in  Europe  ;  and,  as  if  ashamed 
to  go  to  God,  they  overwhelmed  the  Virgin  with  entreatiea  that 
phe  would  restore  him  to  his  despotic  chair.  And  not  only  eO| 
but  by  reviving  the  *'Peter  pence,"  they  sent  from  free  America 
tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  to  put  bullets  into  French  and 
Austrian  cannon  for  the  piirpose  of  battering  down  the  newly- 
erected  citadel  of  Roman  liberty  ! 

And  when  the  sympathy  of  all  free  hearts  was  flowing  toward 
Hungary  in  its  recent  but  fruitless  struggle  for  independence, 
and  when  the  free  earth  rang  with  aspirations  for  the  success  of 
Kossuth  and  his  noble  compatriots,  that  free  rising  and  its  noble 
leader  were  denounced  at  Rome  ns  bitterly  as  at  Vienna,  and  by 
papists  in  New  York,  in  language  as  atrocious  as  the  most  hope- 
less legitimist  could  utter.  The  freedoiu  of  Hungary  v/ould  not 
subserve  the  purposes  of  popery,  and  it  must  abide  in  its  chains. 
Where  this  system  cannot  rule,  it  will  ruin.  Power  is  its  religion 
—-despotism  is  its  creed.  And  when  you  attempt  to  remonstrate 
with  it,  it  will  answer  you  as  did  the  confessor  of  the  Queen  of 
Spain  a  nobleman  who  set  himself  in  opposition  to  him.  '^Sir." 
fiaid  the  haughty  and  blasphemous  prelate  to  the  old  Castilian, 
**sir,  you  should  fear  and  respect  the  man  who  every  day  has 
your  God  in  his  hand  and  your  Queen  at  his  feet." 

This  characteristic  of  popery  is  rapidly  rising  to  the  view  of  all 
men;  and  as  it  rises  into  light,  all  free  hearts  are  rejecting  the 
system.  On  this  ground  alone,  within  a  few  years  it  has  been 
rejected  by  the  city  of  Rome — by  multitudes  in  Italy  and  Ger- 
many— by  millions  in  France.    And  just  in  the  proportion  ttiat 
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th«  spirit  of  freedom  pervades  the  earth,  will  popery  be  rejected 
where  it  exists,  and  its  extension  be  opposed  where  it  exists  not. 

The  last  of  the  causes  which  we  shall  name  is  the  rapidly 
increasing  and  extending  influence  of  Protestantism.  It  is  truo 
that,  since  the  Reformation,  Protestantism  has  not  done  for  the 
nations  all  that,  under  other  circumstances,  it  would  have  done. 
It  has  not  converted  France.  But  why  1  Let  the  murders  of 
St.  Bartholomew's  Day  and  the  awful  butcheries  which  succeeded 
the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  answer.  It  has  not  con- 
verted Italy.  But  why  ?  Let  the  history  of  the  Reformation  in 
Italy  answer.  It  has  not  converted  Spain.  But  why  !  Let  the 
history  of  the  Inquisition  answer.  It  has  not  converted  the 
masses  of  Ireland.  But  why  1  Let  the  awful  Irish  massacre  of 
1641,  instigated  by  the  priests,  and  the  bitter  prejudices  they 
have  kept  alive  since  among  the  people  answer.  Popery,  in  it» 
treatment  of  Protestants  has  become  the  synonyme  of  inhumanity. 

Nor  has  Protestantism  done  what  it  might.  In  some  countries 
it  has  been  encumbered  with  state  connections — in  others  it  has 
declined  from  the  true  faith — in  others  it  has  lost  its  first  love — 
in  all  it  has  been  too  neglectful  of  its  great  mission,  which  is  to 
Christianize  and  civilize  the  world.  But  a  brighter  day  has  risen 
upon  it. 

Yet  Protestantism  reckons  as  its  followers  nearly  one  half  the 
number  that  popery  claims  as  its  adherents.  And  although 
numerically  one  half  less,  in  all  Ihe  great  elements  of  character 
and  progrees  it  is  vastly  its  superior.  In  wealth,  in  enterprise, 
in  rational  liberty,  in  literature,  in  commerce,  in  all  the  elements 
of  political  and  moral  power,  Protestants  are  to  papal  nations  as 
the  sun  and  moon  in  the  heavens  are  to  the  fixed  stars.  That 
you  may  see  this,  blot  from  the  map  of  Europe  all  that  it  owes 
to  Protestantism,  and  what  is  left  for  the  people  to  desire  ? 
Blot  from  those  nations  all  that  they  owe  to  popery,  and  it  would 
be  like  Moses  lifting  up  his  wonder-working  rod  heavenward,  and 
rolling  back  the  darkness  that  enshrouded  Egypt.  If  this  does 
not  picture  our  idea,  stop  for  a  month  or  a  year  all  that  Protes- 
tantism is  doing  to  civilize,  enlighten,  and  bless  the  earth,  and 
the  world  is  moved  and  astounded  from  its  centre  to  its  circum- 
ference ;  even  old  Austria,  the  Sleepy  Hollow  of  the  world, 
would  spring  to  her  feet  and  ask,  What  is  the  matter?  Stop 
for  the  same  time  all  that  popery  is  doing  for  the  same  ends,  and 
it  would  be  no  more  missed  than  is  the  hght  of  the  lost  pleiad 
from  the  sky. 

What  means  that  wakening  attention  in  all  civilized  states  to 
the  education  and  elevation  of  the  people  ?  What  means  that 
re«tl«68  anxiety  observable  even  in  the  most  petrified  of  papal 
states  to  obtain  natural  rights,  which  causes  hoary  error  to  shake 
its  head  with  holy  horror  1  It  shows  the  advancing  influence  of 
Protestantisin. 
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What  means  that  ubiquitous  influence  of  the  pre^s,  which 
discusses  all  questions,  whether  pertaining  to  Church  or  stale, 
before  the  people,  and  which  brings  out  the  verdict  of  the  people 
as  freely  upon  prince,  pope,  or  prelate,  as  upon  the  most  obscure 
of  the  people  1    It  shows  the  advancing  influence  of  Protestantism. 

What  mean  these  railways,  and  telegraphs,  and  ocean  steamers, 
that  are  converting  seas  into  straits,  and  that  are  bringing  Can- 
ton and  London,  Liverpool  and  New  York,  within  speaking 
distance,  and  that  are  bringing  nations  the  most  distant  into 
acquaintance  and  brotherhood?  They  show  the  advancing  influ- 
ence of  Protestantism. 

What  means  the  vast  enterprise,  skill,  and  industry  of  Britam 
— her  extended  commerce — her  empire,  upon  which  the  sun 
never  sets — her  laws,  extended  over  millions  of  India— her  pro- 
tection of  the  right  wherever  her  flag  floats  ?  What  mean  the 
opening  of  China — the  granting  of  liberty  of  conscience  by 
Turkey — the  payment  of  a  Protestant  ministry  from  the  treasury 
of  France  1   They  show  the  advancing  influence  of  Protestantism. 

What  mean  those  white  spots  on  the  moral  map  of  the  world, 
scattered  along  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  and  all  over  British 
India  and  Burmah,  and  rapidly  multiplying  on  the  sea-coast  of 
China,  and  almost  as  numerous  on  the  Pacific  as  are  its  islands  1 
They  mark  the  advances  of  Protestantism. 

What  mean  that  expulsion  of  archbishops  from  Sardinia — that 
noble  address  of  the  Roman  people  to  the  pope,  in  which  they 
tell  him  that  his  claim  of  sovereignty  for  the  chair  of  St.  Peter 
reminded  them  "of  the  fable  where  Jove  gives  a  log  to  be  king  of 
the  frogs" — the  rapid  reformation  progressing  in  western  Ireland 
the  yet  growing  influence  of  the  Rongc  movement  in  Germany — 
the  collecting  of  large  churches  in  some  of  our  own  cities  of 
abjuring  papists — the  growing  inquiry  among  papists  in  all  lands 
as  to  religious  things  and  truiha  t  All  and  each  show  the 
advancing  influence  of  Protestantism. 

What  mean  the  rising  cities  of  these  free  states — those  national 
grants  of  land  for  the  education  of  the  people — those  rapidly - 
multiplying  churches  for  the  worship  of  God  in  every  direction — 
those  missionaries  that  track  the  Indian  through  the  wilderness, 
and  that  follow  ihe  tide  of  emigration  in  every  direction — the 
bringing  under  our  influence  in  a  few  months  the  papal  states  of 
Texas,  New  Mexico,  and  California— the  building  of  cities  and 
churches  by  the  waves  of  the  Pacific,  and  where,  until  recently, 
nothing  in  the  way  of  religion  dare  be  lisped  save  popish  mumme- 
ries ?    They  mark  the  advances  of  Protestantism, 

And,  now  that  the  power  to  make  thunder  is  gone,  what  mean 
those  grumblings  and  multerings  of  the  Vatican,  coming  in  the 
way  of  rescripts  and  pastoral  letters  against  Irish  colleges,  and 
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Bible  and  Tract  societies,  and  the  promiscuous  education  of 
papist  and  Protestant  children?  What  mean,  among  us,  the 
putting  up  of  papal  schools-^lhe  preaching  of  priests  and  bishops 
— the  importation  of  mass  mongers  with  long  coats  and  no  brains 
--the  forming  of  clubs  to  sustain  lectures  whose  objects  are  to 
vilify  the  Gospel,  and  to  prop  up  a  declining  superstition  ?  They 
distinctly  mark  the  advancing  influence  of  Protestantism. 

And  what  mean  the  suppression  of  Protestant  worship  in 
Rome — the  expulsion  of  the  Bible  from  its  walls — the  perfect 
exclusion  of  all  Protestant  influences  from  the  papal  states  of  both 
the  old  and  New  World  1  If  Protestantism  is  of  feeble  infl  uence, 
and  declining  at  that,  why  so  anxious  to  head  it  ofl" every  where? 
If  false  in  theory,  and  feeble  in  power,  and  poor  in  resources, 
and  endlessly  divided  withal,  it  is  nowhere  to  be  feared.  We 
call,  then,  upon  pope,  prelates,  and  priests,  no  longer  to  act  as 
cowards  in  the  presence  of  such  a  feeble  foe.  It  can  do  but  little, 
nor  can  it  do  that  little  long.  Give  it  free  access,  then,  to  Rome, 
Tell  Spain,  and  Portugal,  and  Italy,  and  Austria,  and  the  South 
American  states,  to  open  their  gates,  to  raise  the  port-cullis,  to 
admit  this  declining  system  to  enter,  and  without  let  or  hindrance 
to  try  its  strength.  Tell  them  as  freely  to  admit  Protestantism 
as  Protestant  states  admit  popery.  Will  they  do  it  ?  If  not, 
then  we  nail  to  the  counter  as  a  priestly  falsehood  all  that  they 
utter  as  to  *'lhe  decline  of  Protestantism  ;"  and  the  man  who  a 
few  weeks  ago  made  this  the  theme  of  a  lecture,  whose  feebleness 
is  only  equalled  by  its  falsehood,  and  who  has  since  harangued 
in  London  on  the  liberality  of  Protestantism,  is  probably  at  this 
very  hour  counselling  the  cardinals,  instead  of  opening  these 
nations  to  put  new  locks  on  all  their  doors. 

But  this  man  has  gone  for  his  pallium.  Do  you  wish  to  know 
what  a  pallium  is  ?  At  first  it  was  a  woollen  mantle  sent  by  the 
Roman  emperors  to  the  higher  ecclesiastics  as  a  badge  of  dignity  ; 
now  it  is  a  woollen  band,  three  or  four  fingers  broad,  worn  outside 
the  vestments.  It  is  made  by  the  nuns  of  the  convent  of  St. 
Agnes,  and  from  the  wool  of  consecrated  sheep.  For  this  bawble, 
the  bestowal  of  which  by  the  pope  is  necessary  to  the  right  exercise 
of  the  functions  cf  an  archbishop,  the  receiver  must  pay  his 
holiness  a  very  large  sum.  Nor  is  it  bestowed  save  on  the  giving 
of  the  most  solemn  pledges  of  canonical  obedience  to  the  Holy 
See.  When  our  friend  return?,  wearing  this  fillet  made  from  the 
wool  of  holy  sheep,  the  faithful  expect  that  Protestantism  will 
pale  in  the  presence  of  this  silly  gewgaw  from  the  convent  of  St. 
Agneg  \  This  is  the  ridiculous  side  of  the  affair.  Bwt  it  has  a 
serious  one.  This  thing  of  bishops  going  to  Rome  for  vestments 
and  investiture  convulsed  kingdoms  in  the  Middle  Ages:  And 
why  ?  Because  of  their  swearing^  allegiance  to  Rome,  and 
renouncing  their  own  sovereigns.  This  is  the  view  of  the  matter 
which  now  so  intensely  agitates  England.  Let  a  serious  rupture 
between  Britain  and  Rome  now  take  place,  and  Wiseman  will 
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treftt  Victoria  as  Becket  treated  Henry  II. ;  the  cardinal  would  be 
the  commander  in-chief  of  the  pope  in  the  British  isles.  Should 
a  serious  rupture  occur  between  us  and  Rome,  the  man  wiih  the 
fillet  made  from  the  wool  of  holy  sheep  would  be  here  the  feudal 
baron  and  liege  lord  of  the  pope,  to  maintain  the  claims  of  the 
most  contemptible  despotism  that  earth  knows,  m  the  very  heart 
of  free  America,  and  under  the  shadow  of  the  flag  which  secures 
to  him  that  liberty  of  conscience  which  popery  in  power  nowhere 
reciprocates. 

But  we  must  close.  Popery  has  rapidly  and  is  rapidly  declining. 
There  was  a  time  when,  if  it  was  not  respected,  it  was  feared. 
But  it  is  not  so  now.  The  force  of  its  fanaticism  is  spent  and 
unfelt.  While  all  other  institutions  are  rising  with  the  progress  of 
society,  this  continues  petrified.  It  is  like  a  vessel  bound  by  a 
heavy  anchor  and  a  short  iron  cable  to  the  bottom  of  the  stream, 
.while  the  tide  of  knowledge  and  freedom  are  rising  around  it.  Its 
epiritual  tariff — its  restrictions  on  the  commerce  of  thought — its 
taxes  on  the  bread  of  life — its  efforts  to  bring  seats  in  heaven  into 
the  priestly  market — its  mimic  immolations  <^f  the  Son  of  God — 
its  sacrifice  of  the  people  for  the  sake  of  the  priest — its  nameless 
exactions  and  endless  tyrannies,  are  not  much  longer  to  be  borne. 
The  Lord  will  consume  it  with  the  breath  of  his  mouth,  and  will 
destroy  it  with  the  brightness  of  his  rising. 

"Though  well  perfumed  and  elegantly  dressed, 
Like  an  unburied  carcass  tricked  with  flowers, 
'Tis  but  a  garnished  nuisance." 

From  every  tower  of  Zion  the  watchmen  should  lift  up  their 
voices  together,  and  cry  to  the  people  that  they  have  nothing  to 
fear.  The  world  is  not  to  be  educated  back  again  to  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  Dark  Ages.  While  popery  may  be  compared  to  a 
decrepid,  nervous,  and  wrinkled  old  man,  whose  hearing  is  obtuse, 
and  whose  memory  is  short,  and  who,  heedless  and  forgetful  of 
the  events  passing  around  him  is  always  prattling  about  the  past, 
Protestantism  is  strong,  and  active,  and  zealous,  and  enterpris- 
ing, and  attractive,  and  looking  to  the  future.  The  mind  of 
the  world  is  with  it.  Reason  is  with  it.  The  literature  of  the 
world  is  with  it.  The  Bible  is  with  it.  God  is  with  it.  The 
entire  current  of  civilization  is  with  it.  And  all  these  are  against 
popery.  The  combat  may  be  protracted,  but  the  victory  is  certain. 
Nor,  in  the  conflict,  will  the  cause  of  popery  be  much  aided  by 
the  support,  nor  will  the  cause  of  Protestantism  be  any  weakened 
by  the  assaults,  of  those  whose  chief  aim  and  grand  ambition  is  to 
wear  a  fillet  made  from  the  wool  of  holy  sheep. 
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